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TRACES OF THE SABBATH IN THE ANTE-| 
DILUVIAN WORLD. 

Within the antediluvian period, we propose, 
to include the whole primiti¥e age of the world, 
from the expulsion of Adam and Eve out of 
Paradise, until the dayin which Noah came from 
the ark, and mankind, having been, narrowed 
within the limits of that patriarch’s .family, 
commenced, as it were, a new career om the, 

arth. 
But, although this period was one. of consid- 
erable length, consisting of no less than 1656 
years according to the ordinary computation, the 
records of the era are exceedingly few and’ scan- 
ty. This. fact will at once account, in avery 
great degree, for that silence respecting the ob- 
servance of the Sabbath, which, as we have-al- 
ready had occasion to remark, has been attempt- 
ed-to be used by some’as @m argument to prove 
that the Sabbath had not-a primitive-o1 
And “yet, hotwithstanding this assertion, we 
trust to be able to exhibit some traces and indi- 
cations of the observance of the Sabbath, even 
in the scanty records of the age that we have. 


an 





The first that we meet with is the expression in 
Gen. IV. 3, referring to the time when Cain and | 
Abel mutually brought their offerings to the 
Lord. The very fact of their coming together, | 
and that for the purpose of worship, would of 
itself lead to the supposition that the time must 
have been a stated one, and well known and re- 
cognized by both; for, otherwise we cannot con- 
ceive what could have induced the jealous Cain 
to unite with the pious Abel in the worship of 
Jehovah. Had there not been a special day set 
apart for worship, we should rather have expected 
Cain to avoid that which Abel chose, from 
hatred and envy of him. It is, however, plainly 
implied that there was a certain known time, at 
which they both together worshipped God.— 
The expression denoting this is rendered, in the 
text of the Bible, ** in process of time it came to 
pass,” but, in the margin, ‘* at the end of days it 
came to pass.”” Now this latter is not only pref- 
erable as a construction of the original, but it 
directly points to that day which was “ the end 
of days,” the last, that is, of the seven the 
seventh day, on which God ended the work that 
he had made, and which he had blessed and sanc- 
tified, because that in it he had rested from all 
his work, which God created and made. And 
thus we have the seventh day plainly indicated 
to us as that which was commonly used for the 
public worship of God, and was thereby hallowed 
and honored in agreément with its divine ap- 
pointment. 

Already, too, we find the number seven em- 
ployed as a number of peculiar force and power, 
such as we shall have many instances of to pro- 
a hereafter. For, when Cain trembled for} 
himself because of the curse pronounced upon | 
him, and feared that every one that found him| 
would slay him, the Lord said to him: ‘ There- 
fore, whosoever slayeth Cain, vengeance shall be 
taken on him sevenfold.” Now, it might be in- 
ferred from hence, that the Lord himself origi- 
nated this use of the number seven; but we in- 
cline to a different opinion. It seems more 
agreeable to God's dealings with man, in which 








ice 


he delights to show his condescensions to his 
creature, in order to win him to himself, that he 
should adopt and use a phrase well known to 


his creature, rather than originate one for the 
occasion; and, therefore, we infer that it had an 
existence and use amongst men previous to its 
employment by the Lord, and indicates amongst 
them some institution or custom, whence it must 
have been derived. And this view of the sub- 
ject is confirmed by the manner in which La- 
much, in his own case, multiplies the expression, 
when he says, * If Cain shall be avenged seven- 
fold. truly Lamech seventy and sevenfold.”’ We 
conclude, then, that here already there are hints, 
i! not much more than hints, when we consider 
the extreme paucity of the records themselves, 
indicating just such an institution as the weekly 
or seventh-cay Sabath was. 

But we have still more remarkable evidence 
than this to produce, connected with the period 
of the deluge. Of this occurrence, and of the 
Circumstances connected with it, we have fuller 
id more detailed accounts than of any other 
event of the age. Compared with the rest of 
the history of this era, the account of the flood 
isremarkably precise, accurate, and extended.— 
Here, then, if anywhere, we may expect to find 
traces and indications of the Sabbath; and here, 
ss we believe and trust to be able to prove, they 
will be found very clear and decisive. We will 
endeavor to exhibit the evidence to be gleaned 
‘rom the occurrences connected with the flood 
in as concise and plain a manner as possible.— 
The attentive reader of the history will observe 
that there are a number of days mentioned with 
considerable care; and we will, therefore, first 
explain and connect these in a general view.— 
In doing this, it will be our object to show res- 
pecting them, first, their several positions 
‘iroughout the year, as days of the year num- 

dered in a continued series from 1 to 360 for the 
‘ear; and then to point out, as may be easily 
“one, the places in the weeks which such days 
may severally be conceived to have occupied, 
‘pon a supposition which will then be explained. 
In pursuing this inquiry, there is but one par- 
Ucular to advise the reader of, and that is, that 
in these early periods the months were always 
a as containing thirty days, and the year, 
w iu ntly, as being of 360 days only; and 
_ “ese records of the deluge abundantly 
Ya this. We proceed, then, to arrange the 
“y8 telerred to in the history accordingly. 
Pc — sis vii: 4, 10, 11, will be found two 
wa ~- — the one as occuring 7 days be- 
seth he day of the 2d month of the 600th 
hits wn life, the other as being this 17th 
ah. ree the former of these will be 
latter the a 40th day of the year, and the 
een that 2 — 2. In Gen. xii: 17, it will be 
earth — that ie ood was forty days upon the 
nights. the 2 at rained forty days and forty 
Sith day of - of which period would be the 
viii: 4. oan year. 5. In Gen. vii: 24, and 
Widest - ne that the waters prevailed 
month, the wv} ater pag’ 7th day of the 7th 
two days will 1 ‘_ on Mount Ararat. These 
the 1o7¢h ad - cages to coincide, and to be 

ill be Lon ° P, e year. 4. In Gen. viii: 5, 
ie tenth Ae ay described as the first day 
Ot veers er wane ts the 271s day of 
found four ob - Gen. viii: 6—12, will be 
ty days wre oo escribed, the one as being for- 
that on which ts mountains were séen, and as 
Other Sinanan e raven was sent out, and the 
feven dave on each at intervals of 
825 and 3894 — willbe the 311th,318th, 
i. 13, will “ te ays of the year. 6. In Gen. 
Ne first month “ps a day which was the first of 
and whic tech the 601st year of Noah's life, 
’ ying on into this year the same 


Serie 
vould numbers commenced in the preeeding, 
In Gen. viii: 14, 


the 361st d 
is deere ay. 7. 
i: setibed the 27th day of the second month, 


Whic 
“A, ace i 
te dI7th quan‘ the same plan, would be 


of th 





s oli apt OT 

Having thus d¥awn out these various days in 
such a manntr as tO ensure their exact relative 
position throughout the years, we can come the 
more easily to iaq if they can have any fur- 
ther positions them, so as to determine 
what, days of "the week they were. And this 
we think can begone, very satisfactorily, upon 
one ae eae ss are four days specially 
noted as o¢cu#img at regular intervals of seven 
days; and this fact ‘alone might lead us to re- 
gard them agehaving-something peculiar about 
them. They are signalized, moreoyer, as the 
days on which raven was sent out once, and 


the dove t imes. Being thus remarkable in 
every way, as sevefith days and for their 


events, we conceive it té be in the highest de-' 


gree probable that thesé were the regularly re- 
cognized sevénth days f each week, that is, the 
Sabbath days?", ; 

But this b admitted, or assumed, all the 
Hinge m.the weeks throughott 
the year according to their position in it rela- 
tively to these four, and will stand thus: The 
40th, 47th, and 271st were second days of the 
week; the 87th, 311th, 318th, 325th, and 332d, 
were seventh days; the 197th was the filth day ; 
and the 361st, and 317th, were first days. 

Now the appropriateness of these days to their 
several occurrences will, we think, further tend 
to illustrate and confirm the view we take of 
them. Thus, for example, the 40th was the 
day on which Noah entered the ark, and the 
47th was that on which the flood began, and 
both of these were second days of the week.— 
But since it had been on the second day of the 
week of creation that God had divided the 
waters which were under the firmament, from the 
waters which were above the firmament, so, 
when he reversed his decree for a time, and the 
windows of heaven were opened to pour down 
upon the earth the waters above the firmament, 
the second day was most suitable, as reminding 
the world that He who can make by his word, 
can unmake by the same word; and that He 
who had originally ordered all things good, was 
now pleased, in judgment, to undo his own 
work for a season. So again, the 27lst day, 
being that on which the tops of the mountains 
were seen, Was appropriately a second day, as 
reminding Noah and his family that God would 
restore all things as at the first, and that the 
waters were being gathered once more above the 
firmament, and stored there to drop fatness upon 
the earth. 

That the 87th day, being the conclusion of 
the forty days during which it ceased not to rain 
night and day, should be the seventh day, was 
appropriate as denoting God's resting from his 
work of judgment, and affording Noah and his 
family opportunity for praising him for his sal- 
vation to them; while the days on which the 


“cast out as evil,” lilke-his Master, he m@y*"be 
despised and rejected 6fmen,” but he haé his 
support. He looks within to‘an approvinig con- 
science; back, and remembers the lives dfthe 
holy, and the words -ef Jesus; forward,, a 
glorious assurance of-vindication at»the 
ment seat of Christ. © é 
But it may assume a more terrific form. ") 
torch and the torturé may accompany it; 8 
quails not. A smile of glory irradiates his 








and a song of triumph breaks in music from bis 
lips. To his eye of faith, the instuments ‘of 
death glow with the radiance of heaven, ant the 


flames of martyrdomf are chariots of fire’ 
his soul to rest! mi): 2 i 
- Sickness may prostrate’ him, yet he feéls 
it is “‘ good for him. to be afflicted.” desus 
precious to his soul—never more sop 
friends may not be there to, his . 


ings, yet angels are, and they‘ minister.to- hist,” 
pouring the “oil” and “ balm” of God’s * ex- 
ceeding great and precious promises,” into his 
heart. In the midst of his weakness and suffer- 


ing he feels it is 


Sweet to look beyond his pains, 
And long to fly away ; 

Sweet to look inward and attend 
The whispers of his love; 

Sweet to look upward to the place 
Where Jesus pleads above ; 

Sweet to look back and see his name 
In life’s fair book set down; 

Sweet to look forward and behold 
Eternal joys his own ! 


But Death itself may follow. Death! so odi- 
ous, so terrible to the worldling in the shadow 
of whose presence the light of pleasure expires 
and the taper of philosophy burns sickly and 
dim. But earth has no terror for him! He 
has a brighter light. The ‘“ angel of the Lord”’ 
whose torch lighted Israel through the pathway 
of the parted sea, goes before him in the * dark 
valley ;”’ at the brightness of his presence, the 
mist and gloom flee away ! and with a hope “ full 
of immortality,” and a heart thrilling with 
blessed anticipations of ** the power of his resur- 
rection,’ the Christian follows on “ fearing no 
evil.”” Yea, as he disappears from your view, 
his song of triumph is borne back to your ear: 
“O grave, where is thy victory ! O death, where 
is thy sting!” 








Tell me, dear reader, is not his a blessed por- 
tion? But thou hast seen but little yet. To | 
| know its excellence, thou must follow on—must 
|see him at the right hand of his judge, approved | 


and glorified!—must behold his entrance into}. 


ithe everlasting gates of the city of God, amid) 
| the hallelujahs of its inhabitants ;—must see him | 
clothed in the livery of the resurrection—the | 


‘ “ * atieety’”’ ie « a : 
raven and the dove were sent forth, seem pecu-|** might and majesty” of his new nature—must 


liarly suitable as seventh days of holy worship, 


behold him after the tide of ages has borne! 


when the inhabitants of the ark were seeking | him upward and onward in his eternal career of 


to discover the mind of the Lord, and inquiring 
of his providence to direct thém in their going 
forth. 

That the 361st day, being that on which the 
ark was uncovered, and the 417th day, being 
that on which Noah entered once more into pos- 
session of the earth, should be the first days of 
the week, seems also appropriate, as denoting 
the commencement, as it were, of a new creation, 
since the earth came forth from the flood bap- 
tized of the moral defilements that had previ- 
ously polluted it. Nor should it be forgotten 
that, since these were first days, those preceding 
them, that is, the day before uncovering the 
ark, and the day before their quitting it, must 
consequently have been Sabbath days, and so 
have been peculiarly adapted to such remakable 
occasions as preparing for the labors of them by 
their religious solemnities and devotions. 

We think, then, we may say, in conclusion, 
that, with respect to these days and incidents 
in the account of the flood, they greatly tend to 
the conviction that such an institution as the 
Sabbath had a primitive origin; they clearly 
and certainly prove a division of time into week’s 
and that of itself alone is a strong presumption 
in favor of such a conviction; and they afford 
unmistakable traces and indications of that 
divine appointment which Moses declares was 
made in Paradise itself—Ch. of Eng. Maga- 
zine. 





For the Herald and Journal. 
THE RELIGION OF JESUS. 


** Mary hath chosen that good part, which shall not be taken 
from her.” —JEsus. 


Who can declare the blessedness of the reli- 
gion of Jesus? a religion whose truth is without 
a shade of error, whose light is the light of God 
in whom there is ‘no darkness,’’—whose lore 
is unallayed,—whose peace is unspeakable and 
whose joy is so full of glory! 

Its commandments all-necessary and reasonable, 
its invitations all kind and sincere—its promises 
all faithful and true—and its threatenings but 
the voice of alarming love ! 

It does not awaken a fear but what is saluta- 
ry, or excite a hope but what is more than met 
by the reality. 

An angel of mercy on a mission of love— 
it has gone forth into our ruined world, miti- 
gating suffering, assuaging grief, and making 
happy every home and heart that would receive 
it. 

How heavenly in origin! how glorious in 
character! how blessed in influence is the re- 
ligion of Jesus! 

It clothes its possessor with a power that dis- 
arms adversity—and transforms the very ills 
of life into blessings. Poverty may surround 
him, yet his scanty crust is sweeter to his taste 
than all the dainties of the epicure. On his 
pallet of straw he finds a more refreshing rest 
than the monarch on his bed of down. His little 
hovel, blest with the presence and smile of Je- 
sus, beams with a glory that illumes not the 
palace ofthe king. His “ outward adorning”’ is 
poor, but clothed with the ‘“‘ robe of righteous- 
ness and the garment of salvation,” he envies 
not the “purple and fine linen”’ of the rich ; 
filled with the blessed assurance that ‘* God hath 
chosen the poor of this world, rich in faith and 
heirs of the kingdom,’ he is contented and 
happy. 

** And though the rich may think it strange, 
He would not with the rich exchange.” 


The loss of friends may be added to the list 
of his afflictions, they may become cold and es- 
tranged, may prove false, or may die. But is 
he therefore comfortless? Ah no! he has still a 
friend that “ sticketh closer than a brother,” 
who never “leaves nor forsakes him,” who is 
without “the shadow of turning,” “the same 
yesterday, to-day, and forever!” Forsaken of 
others he clings the closer to him, and with a full 
heart and swimming eye can look up and say, 
‘whom have I in heaven but thee ? and there is 
none upon earth I desire besides thee.” 

Persecution may assail him, his name may be 


knowledge, and holiness, and joy! Yes, it will 

need the unclouded light of the new Jerusalem, | 

and the roll of eternal ages, fully to unveil the 

beauty and reveal the glory of the religion of 

Jesus! A. A. WILLITs. 
Roxbury, Mass., December, 1847. 





FARM IN THE WEST. 


Only night before last, a pale, care-worn 
yotng man sat down upon one of the benches 
in Lafayette Square. His clothes were by no 
means new—his beaver had “ gone to seed,” and 
| his shoes, like those of Julian St. Pierre, were 
‘minus half their soles.” As the breeze swept 
through the trees in the Square, a shudder ran 
through the heart of the lonely man. He saw 
the yellow leaves drop from their boughs, 
and after being twirled and twirled around and 
around by the currents of the air, would at last 
be whirled away, Heaven only knows whither. 
He thought these leaves were like his hopes, and 
that he was like the tree that parted with them. 
In the green spring time of life his heart had 
put forth its blossoms and its branches, and many 
a bird of love trilled its sweet song amid the 
dark green foilage of his mind. But now all 
seemed gone, and thought by thought, and mem- 
ory by memory, seemed dropped from the bough 
of life. He heard the autumn wind sighing 
through his bosom, and clasping his hands over 
his eyes shut out the gleams of the pale stars, 
and wept to himself. He thought of his youth, 
the golden visions that his mind had woven then, 
and how like the diamond frost-work that is 
melted by the sun, they had all dissolved into 
“thin air.” He thought of the struggles he 
had gone through—the perils that he had passed 
—how from morn till morn he had labored—not 
for himself, but for others, and more than all, 
how his proud heart had been obliged to bow to 
the 


‘* Spurns that patient merit 


From the unworthy takes.” 


It was a deep and bitter thought that ran through 
his heart, but he pressed his hand upon his breast 
and said—* It is well.” Gathering his scanty 
garments about him, he wended his way to his 
house, and after a long and weary walk, at last 
reached his humble place of abode. His wife 
ran out to meet him, and his children clasped 
him, one around the knees, while the other flung 
her little thin white arms around his neck. He 
thought of the morrow—he had not a dollar to 
give them, and though his heart was dropping 
tears of blood, still his lips wore a smile, and he 
cheered the family with words of hope and love. 
Kissing his children, he bade them good night, 
and slept and dreamed those cold grey dreams 
allotted to the children of poverty. The next 
morning, after he had eaten his humble break- 
fast, he came down town, to earn the pittance of 
those who are doomed to labor. His heart hung 
in his bosom like a load of lead, and he bit his 
lips to suppress his agony. His rent was due, 
and every farthing he had on earth was gone.— 
He thought of his pale-faced wife and little 
children, and imagined that he saw them shiver- 
ing in the cold air, houseless and defenceless.— 
His face was bent towards the ground, and walk- 
ing along with a heart brim full of agony, he 
suddenly saw a little piece of paper that looked 
like a bank note lying on the pavement. He 
grasped it like a miser—but alas! it was only a 
ticket in the Havana Lottery! He took it down 
town, and in a cabaret .in the Third Municipali- 
ty, asked what No. 33,661 had drawn. 

““Have you that number?” asked the bar- 
keeper with surprise. 

** Yes here it is,”” was the answer. 

“ That ticket, sir, has drawn $8,000, and you 
have only to go to the firm of ——, to get 
your money.” 

Who could tell the thoughts that rushed like 
rainbow meteors through the poor man’s bosom ! 
He was as wealthy as he wished to be, and could 
fling back with scorn the taunts into the teeth 
of those who had oppressed him. He hastened 
to his home, and the very ground seemed to fly 
beneath his feet. His wife’s face grew livid at 











his approach, but when he told her of his for- 
tune, she burst into tears. She could not speak 
for joy, but throwing herself down on her knees, 
she clasped her thin white hands and thanked 
her God for his blessings. She did not speak a 
word, but the mute heart’s prayer rose upwards, 
as full of silence and fragrance as the incense 
from the holy censor! The husband could not 
even smile, but for once in his sad life his eye 
was lighted up with the brilliant gleams of hope 
and joy. 

In a day the happy family were on their way 
to a home in the West. The husband clasped 
the waist of his wife, as they sat on the hurri- 
cane deck, and as the distance grew greater, saw 
the outlines of the buildings of New Orleans 
fade into the clouds, and the spires.of her 
churches look like the masts of ships seen afar 


off. He thought of thoseswho had died of the 


yellow fever—of those to he -had been 
friend, and who had treated his friendship with 
unthankfulness—and ah! how merrily rang the 
supper bell on board the boat—and how savory 
was the smell of the food upon the table. The 
wife, whose cheeks were no longer pale, and the 
husband, whose heart was no longer sad, went 
down and enjoyed their repast. And so it was 
from day to day for a week, until at last they 
reached the place of theirdestination. An old 
Englishman who had longed to return to his na- 
tive land sold out to the lucky finder of the lot- 
tery ticket, his farm, consisting of nearly four 
hundred acres of the richest land, together with 
stock, farming utensils and everything else per- 
taining to the place. 

It was only a day or two before the young 
couple were safely installed in their new resi- 
dence, and they were happy, perfectly happy.— 
On the balcony of his little neat house, on the 
first night of his arrival, the husband sat smoking 
his pipe, and gazing on the beautiful scene 
that was spread before his view. ‘The tall green 
trees around his dwelling seemed to bow to him 
and acknowledge him as their master. He heard 
the lowing of his kine in the eattle yard, 
anc saw the broad fields that were teeming with 
the richest produce of the west. They were all 
his. now! He saw the brook that, like a vein of 
silver, ran in the pale moonlight as softly as a 
dream. He thought how, on the morrow, he 
would take his gun and shoot some of the game 
he heard chirping almost up to the very door sill 
of his house. He went to bed with a heart as 
light as a feather, And dreamed pleasant dreams. 
The next morning, just as the sun was tinging 
with gold the summits of the hills, and the birds 
were singing their early songs to the light of 
day—he awoke—yes, to find himself still in La- 
fayette Square. 

He had been sleeping all the while, and the 
lottery ticket was but a portion of his dream.— 
His hat, which had fallen off his head, was 
nearly full of of dead autumn leaves. Amongst 
the yellow leaves there was apiece of paper. It 
was the fragment of a kite that had been caught 
in the trees and been blown to pieces. On the 
piece of paper was written, in a bold round hand, 
‘** Patience and Perseverance will accomplish 
every—”’ and here the the sentence broke off. 
it was evidently a leaf torn from the copy book 
of a school boy, but the dreamer gave it a long, 
wistful look, and resolved to be a man in future. 
—N. O. Delta. 





WESLEY AND METHODISM. 


Look from Wesley’s death-bed towards 
France ; and on the morrow the streets of Paris 
exhibited a scene that should have proved to the 
conservatives of England the worth of him who 
could impress upon the neglected masses the 
sentiment of religion. The sacred vessels of the 
Parisian churches were carried to the mint, to be 
coined into that which is called the * sinews of 
war.” England followed not France in the dese- 
cration. A sentiment of reverence guarded, and 
still guards, her altars. The tombs of her saints 
and sages were not to be violated as were those 
of France, nor their ashes to be scattered to the 
winds, that the lead of their coffins might be 
moulded into bullets. Hearts, by thousands, 
once rude and violent, were now at peace with 
God, and one another, living in recognition of 
a heavenly kingdom. Myriads, once crushed 
beneath poverty and toil, had been rescued, and, 
with the faith and love of the gospel, every good 
gift had been given. America, too, had shared 
the blessing ; her remote borders had been vis- 
ited by the Missionaries of Methodism, and her 
forests had rung with their thrilling hymns. 

The founder of the great society rested not 
in St. Paul's, nor Westminster Abbey. The 
ruling powers did not desire it, although they 
did not deny such consecrated ground to a pro- 
fligate man of genius, or a blasphemous soldier. 
Nor did Wesley desire to be buried away from 
his people. His remains were laid beneath the 
chapel in which he had so often preached. 

Rest in peace, soul of John Wesley! we are 
all ready to say. May the English race in all 
its branches, bless that name. As for us, we 
take leave of his memory now, by applying to 
him his own tribute to Whitefield, in the sermon 
upon his death, in 1770:— 

‘** Who is a man of catholic spirit? One who 
loves as friends, as brethren in the Lord, as joint 
partakers of the present kingdom of heaven, and 
fellow-heirs of the eternal kingdom, all of what- 
ever opinion, mode of worship, or congregation, 
who believe in the Lord Jesus; who love God 
and man; who rejoicing to please, and fearing 
to offend God, are careful to abstain from evil, 
and zealous of good works. He is a man of a 
truly catholic spirit, who bears these continually 
upon his heart ; who, having an unspeakable ten- 
derness for their persons, and an earnest desire 
for their welfare, does not cease to commend them 
to God in prayer, as well as to plead their cause 
before men; who speaks comfortably to them, 
and labours by all his words, to strenght€n their 
hands in God. He assists them to the uttermost 
of his power, in things temporal and spiritual. 
He is ready to spend, and be spent for them. 
How amiable a character is this! How desirable 
to every child of God!” 

This portrait came from the painter's own 
soul. It might have been extravagant praise to 
bestow on George Whitefield. It is no more 
than truth, when applied to John Wesley. 

Thoughts, many and important, are suggested 
by the survey that we have hastened through. 
This thought is most obvious, and is all that 
can be added :—What an idea the history of 
Wesley, and his work gives, of the capacity of an 
individual, and of the productiveness Sf a single 
life! It is a great question, in our day, How 
may the largest crop be derived from an acre of 
ground? Far greater the question, How much 
efficient power can a life produce? Wesley’s 
story is a stern homily on persevering, devoted, 
cheerful labor. ‘Work! work!” it cries, 
trumpet-tongued.. “‘ Work on, work ever in 
faith and love !” 

His method we know; what is ours? Let 
every conscience answer.—Christian Examiner. 


DEATH, NOT A PAINFUL PROCESS. 


We think that most persons have been led to 
regard dying as a more painful change than it 
generally is; first, because they have found by 
what they experienced in themselves, and ex- 
perienced in others, that sentient beings often 
struggle when in distress. But we may remark, 
that struggles are very far from being invariably 
signs of distress; muscular action and con- 
sciousness are two distinct things, often existing 
separately; and we have abundant reason to 
believe that in a great proportion of cases, those 
struggles of a dying man, which are so distress- 
ing to behold, are as entirely independent of 
consciousness as the struggles of a recently de- 
capitated fowl. ._A second reason why men are 
led to regard. dyi inful change, 









g, and f 
ike effects only undet 
they infer that life cannot be destroyed without 
still greater pain. But the pains of death are 
much less than most persons have been led to 
believe, and we doubt not that many persons 
who live to the age of puberty, undergo tenfold 
more misery than they would, did they under- 
stand correct views concerning the change. In 
all cases of dying, the individual suffers no pain 
after the sensibility of his nervous system is des- 
troyed, often without much, and sometimes with- 
out any previous pain. Those who are struck dead 
by a stroke of lightning, those who are decapi- 
tated with one blow of the axe, and those who, 
are instantly destroyed by a rush of blood to 
the brain, experience no pain in passing from 
a state of life toa dead state. One moment’s 
expectation of being thus destroyed far exceeds 
in misery the pain during the act. Those who 
faint in having a little blood taken from the arm, 
or any other occasion, have already endured all 
the misery they ever would in this world, did 
they not again revive. ‘Those who die of fe- 
vers and most other diseases, suffer their great- 
est pain as a general thing hours, or even days, 
before they expire. The sensibility of the ner- 
vous system becomes less and less acute under 
the same existing cause; and at the moment 
when their friends think them in the greatest 
distress, they are more at ease than they have 
been for many days previous; their disease, as 
far as respects their feelings, begins to act upon 
them like an opiate. Indeed, many are already 
dead, as it respects themselves, when ignorant 
bystanders are much the most to be pitied, not 
for the loss of the friend, but for the sympathizing 
anguish. Those diseases which destroy life 
without immediately affecting the nervous sys- 
tem, give rise to more pain than those that do 
affect the system so as to impair its sensibility. 
The most painful deaths which human beings 
inflict upon each other, are produced by the rack 
and faggot. The halter is not so cruel as either 
of these, but more savage than the axe. Hor- 
ror and pain considered, it seems to us that we 
should choose a narcotic to either.—C. Knowl- 
ton, M. D. 





OLD PSALM TUNES. 


To forward the favorable reception of such 
tunes, two facts, as to their original intention, 
must be practically borne in mind. They were 
sung faster than we usually sing them, and, what 
is better, by a far greater number of voices. It 
is a great mistake to suppose that old tunes 
should be sung in a heavier, drawling style. 
Our forefathers in the church, were cheerful 
Christians. A psalm of a dozen verses was but 
short to them. Hence, as well as from other 
circumstances, it is clear that they sang in a 
quicker and clearer manner than is commonly 
conjectured. The Old Hundredth tune is made 
a dirge in our days, but in theirs, it was a joy- 
ous and an animating canticle. ‘‘ All people 
that on earth do dwell, sing to the Lord with 
cheerful voice!’’ In like manner, York tune, 
which is shelfed among the dull and the obselete, 
was, little more than a century ago, the liveliest 
and most popular tune of the entire kingdom. 
But to hear old tunes to advantage, they must 
be sung in old style. Not only must they be 
sung with decent gravity and cheerful sanctity, 
but by masses of people, by a multitude of voices, 
‘by all the people together,’ as the original 
directions state. Six thousand voices were wont 
to be heard at St. Paul’s Cross; and “ three or 
four thousand singing at a time ina church of 
this city is but a trifle,” said the excellent Roger 
Ascham, in a letter from Augsburg, dated the 
14th of May, 1551. When psalm tunes are 
sung after this fashion, an intelligent organist 
and a well-disciplined choir will still find enough 
to do; but in what they thus may find to do, 
there may still be an energy and interest with 
which few are now familiar. Without long and 
incongruous interludes, or opera-like whinings 
of select voices, or conventical vociferations of 
the great congregrational choir, our churches, 
when such psalmody returns to them, will pre- 
sent as much of “ heaven below”’ as our sinful 
state will admit.—Hackett’s National Psalmist. 





MR. GUTZLAFF. 


Mr. Gutzlaff, first known to our readers as a 
missionary, and now a British Consul General 
in China, sends out the following account of his 
employments. Some allowance must be made 
for the romancing that seems to be in his blood. 
The account, based on recent letters from him, 
says : 

** He has just finished a voluminous history of 
the Chinese Empire, the manuscript of which he 
has sent to Cotta, the publisher, at Stuttgard, 
Wurtemberg, and at the same time he had print- 
ed at Hong Kong, in the Chinese language, a 
universal geography, with sixty large maps. He 
has begun to compose a complete dictionary of 
the Chinese language, which will, he says, take 
up all his leisure for the three next years, for it 
is only his leisure hours which he occupies in 
literary and scientific works, the rest of his time 
is employed in his apostolic mission, and his con- 
sular functions. M. Gutzlaff has addressed to 
the London Geographical Society, very extensive 
memoirs on the geography of China, which will 
be inserted in the next monthly publication of 
that association. M. Gutzlaff persists in his 
opinion that Christianity and European civiliza- 
tion can be propagated in China only by the 
Chinese themselves. He has founded, therefore, 
with this view, a Chinese society, which already 
numbers six hundred members, among which are 
found native scholars of the first order, and 
many mandarins. This association extends its 
activity ever all the countries situated at the 
south of the River Jang-tse-Kiang, and it has 
already published a great number of popular 
works. It is to this society that the missions 
astablished at Basle, Switzerland, and at Bar- 
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THE PRESS—GREAT MINDS. 


The influence of trifling causes in effecting 
widespread results has had many. illustrations; 
but few are more striking than the following,. 
recently stated by one of the Secretaries of the 
American Tract Society :— 

A book brought in a pedlar’s pack to the 
door of the father of Ricuarp Baxter, was 
the means of the conversion to christianity, of 
one of the ablest practical religious writers the 
world has yet seen. His works, in turn, were 
the means of moulding the religious character 
of Purrre DoppripGE, whose book, entitled 
the “ Rise and Progress of Religion,” was the 
instrument in changing the i character 
of Wizuiam WiLBExPonrozg, : 
MOND to the ! » Migha, 
; ¥ 3 . “A : “ 's 
ughthr,” whicl been translated into more 
than fifty different languages, and has been 
blessed to the conversion of thousands of men. 
How many of these have become writers of 
books and tracts, which have exerted their in- 
fluence in making the world better, we have no 
means of knowing. 

All the books named above are printed by the 
American Tract Society, and of Baxter’s * Call,” 
nearly 300,000 copies have been circulated ; of 
his ‘* Saint’s Rest,” and of Doddridge’s * Rise 
and Progress,” more than 100,000 each. Who 
can estimate the far-reaching influence of one 
book—much less of millions of books >—Boston 
Recorder. 










SCENE AT AN ICELAND CHURCH. 


The scene at an Iceland church, on a Sunday, 
is said by a traveller to be of a singular and 
interesting kind. The little edifice, constructed 
of wood and turf, is situated, perhaps, amid the 
rugged ruins of a stream of lava, or beneath 
mountains which are covered with never melt- 
ing snows, in a spot where the mind almost 
sinks under the silence and desolation of sur- 
rounding nature. Here the Icelanders assemble 
to perform the duties of religion. A group of 
male and female peasants may be seen gathered 
about the church, waiting the arrival of their 
pastor, all habited in their best attire after the 
manner of the country; their children with 
them, and the horses which brought them from 
their respective homes, grazing quietly around 
the little assembly. The arrival of a new comer 
is welcomed by every one with the kiss of salu- 
tation; and the pleasures of social intercourse, 
so rarely enjoyed by the Icelanders, are happily 
connected with the occasion which summons 
them to the discharge of their religious duties. 
The priest makes his appearance among them as 
a friend ; he salutes individually each member 
of his flock, and stoops down to give his almost 
parental kiss to the little ones who are to grow 
up under his pastoral charge. Those offices of 
kindness performed, they all go together to the 
house of prayer. 





HOPE OF THE GOOD. 


What hath then the godly to lean unto but 
hope? The prophet David therefore said :— 
‘“‘ Though I should walk through the valley of 
the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; for 
thou art with me.’’ Therefore, said Job:— 
‘* Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him.” 
For he that putteth his trust in the Lord shall 
never be confounded. In this hope spake St. 
Paul: ‘“ Christ is to me both in life and death 
advantage.” Again, ‘* Whether we live or die 
we are the Lord’s.” And again, ‘* God forbid 
that I should rejoice but in the cross of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.’”’ And to the Romans he 
saith: ‘* There is no condemnation to them that 
are in Christ Jesus.”’ This is the foundation of 
faith, even a strong rock, which shall continue 
forever. Neither tribulation, nor anguish, nor 
persecution, nor famine, nor any danger can re- 
move the faithful from this hope.—Bp. Jewel on 
the Thessalonians. 





FAITH WHICH JUSTIFIES. 


If we would at once see what a true and 
saving faith is, we may take the sum of it in 
this description. It is when a sinner, being on 
the one hand thoroughly convinced of his sins, 
of the wrath of God due to him for them, of 
his utter inability either to escape or bear this 
wrath; and on the other hand, being likewise 
convinced of the sufficiency, willingness, and 
resignation of Christ to satisfy justice and to 
reconcile and save sinners: doth hereupon yield 
afirm assent unto these truths revealed in the 
Scripture, and also accepts and receives Jesus 
Christ in all his offices ; as his Prophet, resolv- 
ing to attend unto his teaching: as his Lord 
and King, resolving to rely upon his sacrifice 
alone; and doth accordingly submit to him, and 
confide in him sincerely and perseveringly.— 
This is that faith which doth justify; and will 
certainly save all those in whom it is wrought. 
—Bishop Hopkins, of Londonderry. 





MARRIAGE AND THE SABBATH. 


Let any man, young or old, despise and tram- 
ple on Marriage, that great fundamental insti- 


tution which God established to secure and per- , 


petuate the existence and social purity of our 
race, and through which to make known him- 
self and manifest his goodness to man; and let 
him seek those gratifications without, which it is 
his revealed will should be enjoyed only within 
its sacred inclosure ; or let him openly and pre- 
sumptuously neglect and desecrate the Sabbath, 
that other great and fundamental institution, 
which, like marriage, God established at the 
creation, as a help meet for families, and through 
whose hallowed influences they can alone ac- 
complish the end for which they were estab- 
lished ; and as certainly as God reigns in heav- 
en, who judgeth upon the earth, such men, even 
here, will be visited with his curse. He has 
established laws, fixed as the pillars of his 
throne, which no man can annul or evade, by 


which those sins, continued, will work out de- 


struction.—Sab. Document. 





WORK FOR A BIBLE. 


In the year 1272 the wages of a laboring man 
were less than four cents a day, while the price 
of a Bible, at the same period, was $180. A 
common laborer, in those days, must toil on in- 
oe for thirteen long years, if he would 
possess a Copy of the word of God! Now, the 
earnings of halfa day will pay the cost of a 
beautifully printed copy of the sacred oracles. 
What a contrast! What an illustration of the 
power of the press ! 





Too trure.—Bishop Hall has remarked, in 
his pithy way, “‘ Heaven hath many tongues 
that talk of it, more eyes to behold it, but few 
hearts that rightly affect it.” 
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WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 5, 1848. 


The Herald presents the congratulations of the 
season to its numerous friends, and commences its 
weekly visits, in its new costume, with as sincere a 
smile upon its face as ever betokened good wishes 
and hearty hopes. Though somewhat veteran in 
years, being the senior of the cis-Atlantic Methodist 
press, and somewhat experienced in the varied for- 
antly into the new year as it has in- 


and steps as buoy ras 
Benedictions on its 


to any former one of its history. 
friends, forgiveness to its enemies; and a happy new 
year alike to both and all! It has endeavored to 


: our late remarks on the unfavorable comments cur- 
rent in the papers of other sects, respecting the late 
numerical declension of the M. E. Church,—a declen- | j 
sion which is common to all the leading Protestant 
bodies, not only of this, but also European lands.— 
Bro Hunter says: 


ful view of the subject. 
something more. M 

few years, in common with other denominations, has 
been decreasing in numbers. 
crease have occured before, and have again been fol- 
lowed by great revivals and ingatherings. 
we have been losing in numbers, we have been in- 
tunes of a long life, it is as hale and hopeful as ever,) creasing in benevolent operations and extending our 
educational interests. 
of learning are becoming more securely founded and 
better endowed, and our periodicals more widely dif- 
fused. 
in the book circulation, there will be soon. 


Sion 


ys ~—— 


' . nti keep not si- 
METHODIST But ye that make mention of the Lord Pp 
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Tue Pirrspuren Cuamtian ApvyocaTe quotes 


We are glad to see our Br. Stevens take the hope- 
He is right. Yet there is 
ethodism, it is true, for the past 
Such seasons of de- 


But while 
Our colleges and seminaries 


If there has not been a corresponding increase 
Attention 


-—--. 


with your cries. 
voice like a trum 
perseverance, 
society, every preacher, every family, and every soul 


extend and establish the Church of God in your sec- 
tion, 
from us to the people; and from the people to us.— 
You will be in our stead to supply our absence. 
order—'tis system—under God, that has kept us from 
schism, and heresy, and division; till we number near 
200,000 in membership—congregate possibly three 
millions. 
sand have died in Jesus, nearly or remotely, have 
died in faith by our means. * “4 . » 


lect all the information you can for the superintend- 
ents.* 
tion, feel it, preach it, live it. 
the Presiding Elders, by name, twice in the day.— 
When the connection was small, I prayed for every 
travelling preacher and circuit; now by districts. 


maintain staunchly its character, as a Methodist or- 


gan, and the genuine friends of Methodism have stood 
staunchly by it. The present editorial incumbent 
commenced his labors when it was a small sheet, not 
two thirds of its present size, with a list of 3,700 
subscribers on its subscription books. It makes 
its present new year’s bow to between seven and 
eight thousand patrons, and as faithfully paying @ 
class, we will venture to say, as sustain any other 
press in the land. A few years ago it was “driven 
with the winds and tossed” among roaring breakers, 
—ultral agitations, secessions, and “ opposition ” pa- | 
pers, threatened its very existence ; to-day it reports no 
no violent agitations distract its sphere, no | 
organs dispute the field with it, and the | 





schisms, 
antagonistic 
prospect before it is tranquil and bright. In the day | 
of trial it said with the Psalmist, “Forsake me not) 
when my strength faileth, for mine enemies speak | 
against me and take council together.” To-day it! 
may sing with him “My tongue shall talk of thy | 
righteousness all the day long ; for they are confound- | 
ed, for they are brought unto shame that seek my hurt.” | 

While we thus boast, and will thus boast of the | 
“ good hand of our God upon us,” let us not be ac- | 
cused of self-adulation; we know how dependent, } 
we have been upon the indulgent forbearance, and | 
Our correspondents | 
have, with very few exceptions, studied and labored | 
for the pacification of the church, and the public voice | 
The end has 
been accomplished without the sacrifice of a single 


co-operation of our brethren. 


of our people has bid them God-speed. 





essential principle. Bitter experience had convinced 
us, that it was better “to follow after the things! 


which make for peace, and things wherewith one | 





may edify another ;” and no sooner did the Herald | 


rroclaim this to be its determined policy, than| 
I Polic) 

confidence gathered about it, its subscription list be- | 
gan rapidly to ascend—the substantial families of the | 


Not only did 
the list increase, but it increased in the right kind— } 


church welcomed it into their doors. 


in reliable and punctually paying patrons. : 


And now may God be with it, and all its readers, 


another year. Its course has been too habitually de- 
fined to need any renewed pledges at this time.—| 
| 


| 
| 
We may submit some remarks on it in our next No. } 


Its friends may be sure that what it has been it will | 


still be, while under its present editorial control, ex- | 
5 2 ‘ 
cept so far as increased industry shall increase its | 


claims on their regard, 





CHRISTIAN UNION. 


Samuel Hueston, 139 Nassau street, New York, 
has issued the prospectus of a periodical to be entitled 
the * Christain Union and Religious Memorial,” and 
to advocate the principles of the Evangelical Alli- 
ance. It will be edited by a committee consisting of 
one clergiman of each Evangelical denomination, 
will be the organ of the Evangelical Alliance in the 
United States, and will be kept free from sectarian 
controversy of every kind, breathing only a spirit of 
pure Christian love to all. The prospectus remarks 
that : 

It has long been obvious to the religious communi- 
ty that the points of difference between the various 
denominations, have ever been regarded as of much 
more relative importance than they should be, and 
that many and great have been the evils growing out 
of the undue prominence given to these differences, 
from the pulpit and the presse Many a true and ar- 
dent lover of the Savior and of mankind has been 
deeply pained ; and many tears have been shed, seen 
by no eye but God’s ; and many a secret prayer has 
ascended to Him, that those who professed faith in 
one and the same Redeemer, might partake more of 
this blessed spirit of love; which mainly forgetful of 
self, seeks sincerely the welfare of all. Believing 
that Christians now fell more deeply than ever before, 
ihe necessity of greater union of spirit; and consid- 
ering Christian love the most ennobling influence, as 
well as the most powerful motive to benevolent action ; 
it is proposed to establish in this city a periodical de- 
voted to this great cause. 


The work will be published monthly, royal octavo 
size, closely printed, 64 pages each number, will form 
a yearly volume of 768 pages at $2,00 per annum, 
payable in advance. 

It will include a large miscellany of religious and 
general intelligence, besides articles appropriate to its 
main design. It is recommended by: 

Rev. S. H. Cox, D. D., Rev. G. Peck, D. D., Rev. 
G. B. Cheever, D. D., Rev. T. H. Skinner, D. D., 
Rey. E. Mason, D. D., Rev. T. De Witt, D. D., Rev. 
W. W. Everts, Rev. L Lewis, D. D., Rev. N. Bangs, 
D. D., Rev. G. D. Abbott, Rev. D. C. Lansing, D. D., 


ourselves—the family feud settled—which we doubt 


Rey. John Lillie, Rev. John Marsh, Rev. William R. 
Williams, D. D., Rev. William Adams, D. D., Rev. 
G. Spring, D. D., Rev. S. H. Cone, D. D., Rev. Ste- 
phen H. Tyng, D. D. 





CHEAP PRICES. 


REDUCTION OF OUR BOOK PRICES. 






Cheap prices are the great commercial experiment 






The two greatest instances of the ex- 
in the 
British and American Post offices. In the former 
it seemed, at first, an altogether extravagant hazard, 
but the result has exceeded the predictions of its 


of the times. 


periment, are the reduction of charges 


















most enthusiastic advocates; and we hear now, even, 
of the proposition of an “Ocean Penny Post.” The 
experiment in this country has been most triumphant- 








ly successful. The deficit on the first year was 
It was no less than $800,000 but now at 
the close of the second year, it is declared by the Pre- 
sident of the United States, that the Post Office De- 
partment has sustained itself, and we may henceforth 


look for still bolder reductions. 


alarming. 






to most other large business interests. 
proposed to reduce the price of our denominational] 






ject, would hereafter be out of place. Let us cour. 
ageously attempt it. 












(7 We shall insert more articles on the 








We have no doubt 
that this experiment would apply with equal success 
It has been 


books. The reduction, of course, cannot be brought 
down to the actual cost, as there must be some extra in- 
come, for the enlargement of the stock, and other ex- 
penditures, to which we have heretofore referred.— 
Now we should not wonder if, after two or three 
years, a general reduction, (leaving a profit of but a 
small per cent. above cost,) would yield an aggregate 
profit quite as valuable as that which we now receive 
by prices which prevent the extensive sale of our 
publications. Look at this proposed reform in any 
light you please, it presents the strongest claims to 
our confidence. We think that hesitancy on the sub- 


property 


has been called to the subject, and the proper means 
will ere long be applied. But here, also, there is ex- 
pansion. We repeat it, there is no great reason for 
discouragement. Our chief want is peace among 


not will be followed by the blessing of God and a re- 
turn of prosperity. 

Tue Nortuern Cuaristian Apvocarte, in refer- 
ring to an article in the Western Christian Advocate, 
on the “Property Question,” somewhat similar to 
our own late editorial, says: 

It gives clue toa plan on which that grave ques- 
tion may possibly be adjusted to the mutual satisfac- 
tion of both parties. Such a result is, no doubt, 
greatly desired by the good on both sides. The next 
General Conference will not be disposed to make 
concessions, to the sacrifice of justice or constitutional 
law. Neither will they be persuaded to do any thing 
to countenance slavery. But these points secured, 
they will feel greatly anxious to settle a controversy 
which has raged for the last four years, perhaps to 
the equal injury of both North and South, and which 
is indeed a reproach to the Christian name. We are 
irreconcilibly opposed to slavery in all its forms and 
features. We believe the churches South are not 
doing what they ought, to do it away. But while it 
inheres in all the churches there, we see not why the 
Methodist Episcopal Church here should be everlast- 
ingly at war with the Methodists there, who agree 
with us in every thing but slavery, while we live in 
peace with Southern Baptists, Southern Presbyterians, 
Southern Episcopalians, who have just as much 
slavery among them as the Methodists, and disagree 
with us in doctrine, usage, and government, besides. 

We observe a similar disposition in other Method- 
ist papers to look at this question with a more dis- 
passionate temper than has heretofore prevailed 
among them. We are convinced that a practicable 
method of settling this question, without the least 
sacrifice of principle, can be reached, if we can only 
restore the good temper of the parties. 

Our Southern papers are recently quite quiet on the 
The Richmond 
Advocate’s last leader, is a bold remonstrance against 
the duel proceedings, between the President and a 
Professor of William and Mary College. Virginia 
has been unfortunate in the moral character of her 
The Methodists of the State 
have made vigorous efforts to supply it with re- 
The friends of 
such institutions are availing themselves of the late 
quarrel at William and Mary’s, to make an impression 
on the public mind in their favor; the occasion is a 
just one. 

The leader of the last Southern Christian Advocate, 
is an elaborate review of the present position and 
prospects of the Anglican church. 
are, that :-— 


subjects in controversy between us. 


literary institutions. 


ligious Accademies and Colleges, 


Its conclusions 


Whenever the oportunity shall occur, the Romish 
prelates and clergy are bound by their order, to re- 
store the civil and ecclesiastical relations which Eng- 
land sustained to Rome before the Reformation—that 
they are putting themselves into a posture which shows 
that they are looking for a speedy consummation of 
their untiring efforts—that there is an imperium in im- 
perio, the influence of whica is tending constantly 
to the same end—that there is a lack of vigilance 
on the part of the authorities of the “church,” of 
sympathy on the part of dissenting Protestants, of 
consistency and force on the part of “ Evangelical 
churchman ”—all of whjch justify the conclusion 
that the establishment is “ in jeopardy every hour.” 
The last Western Curistian Apvocare dis- 
courses quite pungently and as relevantly on the late 
public meeting in New York, in honor of Pope Pius 
IX. Dr. Elliott is at home here. He says: 
A number of resolutions were passed, and speeches 
made, both of them flatulent enough. In one resolu- 


modern world.” This is true enough of ancient 
Rome, but without foundation in regard to Rome uns 
der the Pope. A speaker said, “ The whole world 
was struggling for religion withour superstition.”— 
How will Bishop Hughes and Pius IX. endure this 
home thrust at the vitals of their most holy religion ? 
Another, “ wished to the Italians and their head, God- 
speed on their march to freedom.” So, then, the ho- 


Christ, the successors of Peter, have been all along 
at the head of the greatest despotism that ever ex- 
isted. Murder will out. So the political murders of 
the Pope are thrown in his face, and that, too, in the 
very terms of congratulation. Another speaker said, 
“The doctrins of Christianity proclaim the principles 
of equal rights and of human liberty.” So the veri- 
est heretic utters his accursed doctrine, condemning 
the very principles of the most holy father. Another 
speaker expressed the hope “that Christianity and 
liberty, sometimes unwisely separated, sometimes 
alienated, would now recover their true relations to 
each other.” This was a good hope, and we join in 
the hope. A zealous orater also said that he hoped 
the Pope would succeed, so that “ Italy would be pre- 
pared for perfect liberty.” We hope he meant that 
they might have Bibles, and liberty of conscience to 
Protestants to circulate the Bible, and to preach its 
doctrines; for without this, there is little hope that 
Italy will be prepared for perfect freedom, any more 
than Spain, Portugal, Mexico, South America, and 
all other Popish countries. 

But as to the “hymn to Pius IX,” played by the 
band, we would like to see it; so as to ascertain | 
whether there was any substitute in it for kissing the 
Pope’s toe, or holding his stirrup, or prostrating be- 
fore him, or the like. Perhaps it was in Italian, or 
Latin. Be this as it may, we would like to look at it. 
The meeting, it seems, was composed of the two 
leading parties in politics. But the Democrats have 
got the Catholics, and the Whigs are wooing them 
most lovingly, to entice them away from the Demo- 
crats. Which will finally succeed, time will tell.— | 
One thing is remarkable, that no one offered a reso- | 
lution recommending the Pope to grant liberty of | 
conscience to his people. Perhaps they foolishly 
thought that by doing so, Pius would receive the 
curse of his predecessor, who denounced liberty of 
conscience, 


There is no meaner example of chicanery, nor 
more contemptible instance of sycophancy, than the 
attempt, so common now-a-days on the part of each 
leading party, to conciliate the papal masses among 
us. It should be rebuked by all honest minded 
citizens. There is a species of wretched bribery in 
it, that cannot but be corrupting and dangerous to the 
country. It is an honor to our other leading religious 
bodies, that their purity is too well understood by 
politicians, to allow of such manouvres towards 
them. 

The leader of the last Curistran ApvocaTe and 
Journat is on the Christmas and New Year’s festivals. 
More than a colume of cheering revival] notices appears 
in the same number. One of the most interesting 
among its miscellaneous articles, is a copy of an 
original letter from the sainted Asbury to the Rev. 
James Quinn, communicated by Bishop Janes. It is 


Methodism, and is too precious to be omitted by us :— 
Sept. 24, 1812. 


" ae ty’ Son, ' 

he God of all grace and wisdom, grant to us 
grace and wisdom as Christian ministers, and emi- 
nently to rule in our Israel. The days of visitation 
are come. Israel ought to know it. The prudent 


tion it is said, “the laws, military and civil polity of | 
Italy, have penetrated the institutions of half the | 


ly fathers, pontifices, Maximi of Rome, the Vicars of | 


full of the energetic spirit of the great apostle of 


' t 


énce. Move heaven with your prayers, and earth 
Cry aloud, spare not, lift up your 
t! Diligence, prudence, courage, 
ou will care for every circuit, every 


n your charge. You will be planning continually to 


You will be eyes, ears, mouth, and wisdom, 


Tis 


No doubt in forty-eight years four thou- 


You will be planning all the year. You will col- 
‘now men and things well, Seek sanctifica- 
I pray invariably for all 


Let us be as one soul—one great soul of the body! 

We ought to teach our brethren the impossibility 
of existing as a people without union and an able ex- 
ecutive. For thousands of our people know not their 
right from their left hand in government. If there is 
treachery, or disorder, in the body, what damage will 
ensue to spiritual life, liberty, and prosperity! The 
more sacred the interest the greater the damage. O 
how careful we ought to be what men we take into 
the ministry, and spy out their motives and manners! 
I remain thine, F. Aspury. 


* Br. Quinn was at the time this letter was addressed to him 
Presiding Elder of the Muskingum District. 





Dickinson CotteEce—Carlisle, Pa.—We have re- 
ceived the catalogue of this institution, for the aca- 
demical year 1847-8. The following is the sum- 
mary of its students : 





Law Class, - - - - “ Ss Pe 5 
Resident Graduate, - - - - - 1 
Under Graduates—Seniors, 29 
Juniors, 31 
Sophomores, 39 
Freshmen, 43 
— 142 
Preparatory Department, - - - - 41 


Total - - 


The faculty is composed as follows: 


Rev. Robert Emory, D. D.—President, and Pro. 
Sessor of Moral Philosophy. 

Merritt Caldwell, A. M.—Professor of Metaphysics 
and Political Economy. 

William H. Allen, A. M.—Acting President ond 
Professor of Natural Philosophy and Chemistry. 

Rey. John Me’Clintock, A. M.—Professor of Len- 
guages. 

Thomas E, Sudler, A. M.—Professsr of Mathemat- 
ics and Civil Engineering. 

Hon. John Reed, LL. D.—Professor of Law. 

Rev. George R. Crooks, A. M.—.ddjunct Professor 
of Languages. 

Spencer F. Baird, A. M.—Professor of Natural, 
History, and Curator of the Museum. 

Charles E. Blumenthal—Professor of Hebrew and 
Modern Languages. 

Rev Bernard H. Nadal—Chaplain. 

Rey. Otis H. Tiffany A. M.—Tutor in Languages. 
Edward L. Walker—Professor of Music. 








IMPORTANT MOVEMENT. 


We have heretofore stated that such is the preva- 
lence of papal errors in the Protestant Episcopal 
Church, that at its late Triennial Convention a num- 
ber of evangelical delegates formed a society for the 
promotion of better principles in the church. This 
society has issued its “ Address,” giving the reasons 
of its organization, &c., &c. Its appeal is made in 
the best spirit. It asserts as its first reason, that :— 


Error is spreading through our Church, It is not 
necessary, at this point, to enter into particulars. 
Unhappily, we shall be too well understood by the 
mere allusion. We will, therefore, but say, in the 
general, that we refer to errors against which our 
judgments and our consciences constrain us to bear 
a solemn and most earnest testimony ; errors touching 
both doctrine and the Church ; both the way and the 
means of salvation. With us the question is—not 
whether men may not hold important truths in con- 
nection with errors—but whether these errors, spread- 
ing with the lapse of ages, and moulding the mind of 
successive generations, do not put saving truths more 
and more out of sight, till finally they leave countless 
multitudes without that whereby the Holy Spirit re- 
| news and sanctifies us in Christ Jesus ; and whether, 
if operating without an antidote, they have not a pres- 
ent and immediate tendency to jeopard the salvation 
of the soul? This is the question which we have had 
to consider; and our consideration obliges us to an- 
swer it in a way which, in our judgment, renders some 
such organigation as the present imperative. As we 
have “learned Chirst,” we hold these errors to be dan- 
gerously corrupting to a pure gospel and a pure 
Church, and deeply perilous to “a good hope through 
| grace.” We cannot, for an hour, give place to the 
plea that they are errors in words more than in things. 
In our best judgments, they affect the vital parts of 


the religion of Christ. 
> 


It assigns as a second reason :— 


That without organization, we are, and must be in- 
strumental in the propagation of these errors. By our 
involuntary influence, by the implied sanction of our 
names, and by the indirect contribution of our means, 
we are, under the ordinary modes of action, constrain- 
ed to aid in disseminating views, against which our 
consciences have solemnly bound us to testify. At 
present, the stream of error, far too inadequately op- 
jpeoet, runs through every portion of our Church.— 
except to a limited extent, we cannot check its flood. 
With a power, which at present it is difficult to resist, 
the Press among us is subsidary tothe spread of a 
most perilous infection; and by our silence and want 
of organization, we label the poison as “Goop Mep- 
1c1nE” for our families and our Parishes. Except 
when its character is already known, we cannot buy 
a book for the family till we read it, nor purchase a 
dozen for a Sunday School library till we have studied 
perhaps fifty. We must have an organization for pub- 
lishing, selecting, and sanctioning such books and 
tracts as we approve, and for furnishing them to our 
families and our parishes, through our own recognized 
depositories, and under our own recognized imprint.’ 
By these means, we may most reasonably hope to pre- 
vent the silent and gradual disapperaance of evangel- 
ical views from the church to which we belong, and 
which we have been taught to love. Without these 
means we labor against most formidable disadvan- 
tages. We favor a silence which error yields most 
certainly and most abundently its hundred fold 
fruits. 

Bishop Meade is President of the society; nine 
Bishops have joined it, and a considerable number of 
influentiul clergymen. Dr. Stone heads the Execu- 
tive Committee. We rejoice in this movement. Sad 
indeed has been the havoc of high church principles 
in this portion of the church, and yet, while its de- 
vout members are trembling for the purity of their al- 
tars, and the safety of their children, mercenary 
recreants are fleeing to it from humbler communions, 
with elongated faces and beseeching protestations 
that they feel their contracted souls perriled anywhere 
else. Our protestant Episcopalian brethren have suf- 
fered much from these hasty neophytes. They 
go among them with such overweening zeal that it is 
hard work to restrain them within discreet bounds ; 
they often plunge headlong into Puseyism, and even 
popery. We can respect a man who evidently sacri- 
fices his interests for his conscience, even if we deem 
his conscience weak, but the changes referred to, are 
generally too obviously selfish to be entitled to 
charitable consideration. There are few things 
in the American church more mortifying to frank- 
minded men, and the utmost Christian liberality can- 
not disguise the cupidity of such conduct. 





President Bascom, in a letter addressed to the edi- 
tor of the Nashville Advocate, says that there is a 
deep religious interest among the students of Tran- 








question, next week, 






should keep silence in this time; it is an evil time. 


; p ; 
CORRESPONDENCE. 


>PARPLALLALIC 


LETTER FROM THE WEST. 


Great German movement in the West—Illinois Conference—Ger. 


man Statigtics—Ohio Conference—Success in St. Louis—Dedica- 

tion—German Singing—Character of the German Preachers— 

Great increase of Germans. 

The Illinois Annual Conferencé is the favored focal 
point of the great reformation that is rapidly spreading 
among the German population—scattered broad-cast 
over Illinois, Missouri, Missouri and Iowa. He who 
examines the Minutes of that Conference will be in- 
terested to find that the German work embraces two 
extensive Presiding Elders’ Districts. The one, de- 
nominated the Quincy German District, extending 
over Northern Illinois, Iowa and Wisconsin; the 
other, St. Louis German District, including Southern 
Illinois and Missouri. Last year’s Minutes report 
about twenty-five itinerant missionaries, and one 
thousand one hundred and thirty-nine members. This 
year reports thirty itinerants and one thousand four 
hundred and ninety-six members—an increase of over 
three hundred and fifty during the year. 

The Ohio Conference German Work, extending 
over Ohio, Indianna, and portions of Pennsylvania 
and Kentucky, numbered last year some thirty five 
missionaries, and two thousand three hundred seventy- 
one members. The two great centres of immigra- 
tion, Cincinnati and St. Louis, were nearly upon a 
par in membership. The former reported two hun- 
dred and seventy-five, the latter two hundred and 
seventy-four. Half a dozen years ago Br. Jacoby, 
now Presiding Elder of the Quincy District, and del- 
egate to the ensuing General Conference, with one or 
two others of like zeal, faith and fearlessness, was 
preaching Jesus in the market places of St. Louis, 
boldly exposing himself to persecution and threats of 
imprisonment. Now, there is a church of eighty 
members, with a stationed preacher in the south part 
of the city, and another with upwards of two hundred 
in the northern portion. Some two months ago, we 
were called to assist in dedicating the spacious brick 
edifice, that has taken the place of a house of wor- 
ship, of comfortable dimensions, erected on the same 
ground not five years ago! I have no language with 
which to describe the effect of the hymns which pre- 
ceded Dr. Nast’s eloquent sermon on that occasion. 
Tthe house was filled to overflowing with Ger- 
mans, between five six and hundred in number, and, 
although according to Western custom, the hymn was 
lined as it was sung, every person had an open 
hymn-book, and every man, woman, and child, joined 
in the choral. The rich, powerful melody, the holy 
unction, the strong out-pouring of sacred song, as the 
vehicle of earnest feeling, the heart-felt glow of spirit- 
uality, and the univeral and contagious commingling of 
sanctified sympathies, would have converted all New 
England to the idea of congregational singing. The 
Germans are all musicians by education in their 
common schools, and never does their talent appear 
to better advantage than in the strong chorals which 
they pour forth with all their power when they meet 
to worship God. The services of dedication were 
followed by communion, and I judged that at least 
five hundred came to the Lord’s table. Baptized in 
infancy, they are of course entitled to the privileges 
of this holy ordinance immediately upon their ad- 
mission upon trial, and, by education, as well as by 
obedience and love to its holy author, they reverently 
practice the important duty and highly prize the pre- 
cious privilege. Seat after seat, with the utmost 
regularity, from those directly in front of the beauitful 
altar, to the extreme rear of the house, came forward 
sucessively and bowed with audible sighs, and sobs 
and tears, to receive the blessed tokens of the Re- 
deemer’s dying love. Churches are springing up all 
around us. One was dedicated last week, nine miles 
to the south of .us, another is in progress some twelve 
miles tothe north-east. Wherever the gospel takes 
hold of this people, the next thing in order is a 
church; it is speedily built, and, at the sacrifice of 
any and every luxury, paid for. 

The preachers are an interesting and intelligent 
body of men, of ardent temperament, great zeal and 
great attachment to their work. Great harmony and 
confidence subsists between the English and German 
portions of the Conference, and, though in some re- 
spects their work is independent, their arrangements 
peculiar, their standard of ministerial qualifications 
peculiar, every effort is made to secure entire unity 
of feeling and co-operation in all conference action. 
Inthe cause of education, our German brethren take 
great interest. Toward the current support of Mc- 
Kendree College, on the Conference financial plan, 
they freely contributed their full proportion, although | 
they received no direct benefit from the Institution 
in the education of any of their young men. Highly 
as they appreciate education, the pressing interests 
of the great work of preaching a living faith in 
Christ, will not permit their young preachers to pause 
an hour for the acquisition of those scholastic qualifi- 
cations which they all so much desire, and which 
would, in some places, give them access to an edu- 
cated class of their countrymen, which the unlettered 


_ T 


| press themselves upon our attention, and daily prayers. 


= 


We are in correspondence, familiar communica- 
tion and conference followship, with these interesting 
and pious missionaries, 

Our interests are identified with theirs, and a Ger- 
man Professor is not more demanded, indeed, is not 
so much demanded by the interests of our Institution, 
as the educational interests, not only of the hundreds 
of Germans already attached to our church, but of the 
thousands without our pale. 

Our German brethren are on the lookout for a suit- 
able man for the post to which we called Dr. Nast, 
and which he did not resign without a careful consid- 
eration of all the weighty inducements that would 
incline him to exchange his present useful position 
for the one we offered. May God in his own good 
providence, furnish us with that man, best qualified, 
both with learning and religion, to promote the rapid- 
ly-rising interests of German Methodism in the West. 


E. WeNtTWorTH. 
Lebanon, IIl., Dec. 18, 1847. 





DEDICATIONS—GROWTH. 


The number of new churches dedicated to the ser- 
vice of God, in our own denomination, during two 
or three years past, is surprising. It is a somewhat 
singular fact, that aseason of general spiritual dearth 
should be attended by these unquestionable evi- 
dences of Christian liberality and activity. May we 
not console ourselves with the thought, that during 
this absence of great excitements, some of the most 
substantial interests of religion are nevertheless ad- 
vancing? The new chapels, thus erected in our own 
church, are generally distinguished by better archi- 
tecture, and more local convenience than our earlier 
erections. Methodism has, within a few years, al- 
most renovated its chapels in the Eastern States. 
They used to be thrust into obscure places; they are 
now recognized among the best locations, and the 
best chapels of our towns and villages; and yet we 
personally know of not a single case of extravagant 
expense. These indications are most favorable for 
our cause, 





IS IT RIGHT? 


Hiram Ketcham, (himself an Episcopalian) stated 
lately, before the Tract Society in the city of New 
York, that the interest on the cost of Trinity Church 
is greater than the whole annual receipts of that so- 
ciety—and this in a city of four hundred thousand | 
people, with church accomodations for only two hun- 
dred and fifteen thousand! If Jesus Christ were on 
the earth, and the question were submitted to him, 
whether this money had better be expended on a cost- 
ly mass of stones, or for the supply of the poor with 
his word: who doubts what would be his answer ?— 
Let us have decent and convenient churches, but 
leave the wasteful pomp of popery alone, till the poor 
and perishing have less need of our aid. 








JUDGE M'LEAN ON SLAVERY. 


The “ National Era” publishes a letter purporting 
to give the views of Judge McLean upon the Slavery 


question. The following is an extract: 


His views are understood to be these: Slavery be- 
ing a local and municipal institution, incapable of be- 
ing established or continued without the sanction of 
positive law, and the government of the United 
States being incompetent, for want of constitutional 
power, to make any Taw establishing or sanctioning 
the system, it follows that slavery cannot constitu- 
tionally be introduced into any territory of the Uni- 
ted States, where it does not exist at the time of the 
acquisition either by the Government directly, or by 
the Territorial Legislature with the sanction of the 
Government ; and that resolutions of Congress de- 
claring this rule is all that is needed to secure the 
new territory against its introduction. In other 
words, the Wilmot Proviso, so far as new territory al- 
ready free is concerned, is in the Constitution, and 
subsequently raw from the moment of acquisition, 
and the only effect of a resolution of Congress af- 
firming the principle, is to declare that law. 





THE BOOK CONCERN. 


We learn from the Pittsburgh Christian Advocate, 
that an important meeting of the Book Committee has 
been held, and they have taken the preliminary steps 
to secure an extensive and accurate report of the 
varied interests of that Concern to the next General 





Conference. They have determined to enter more 
minutely and definitely into the statistics of its busi- 
ness than ever before. This is right. The declen- 
sion of this great interest, the remarkable dispropor- 
tion of its results to its capital and market, demand 
of the church a thorough investigation of its condi- 
tion and prospects. 





NEW YORK CITY. 


The favorable symptoms, which seem to indicate a 
revival of religious interest in many portions of the 





country, are appearing also in New York city, The 
N. Y. correspondent of the Pittsburg Christian Advo- | 





find it difficult, if not impossible, to reach. Deeply 
do these brethren feel the importance of intertwining | 
their educational, as well as their religious interests, | 
with ours; and gladly would they spare from their | 
ranks the men qualified for posts of instruction, could 
they do so without prejudicing the immediate inter- | 
ests of the revival among them of spiritual religion. 

In the election of Dr. Nast to a professorship in 
McKendree College, the Board of Trustee had an eye 
not merely upon the wants of the Institution; the 
current demand of English scholars for instruction in 
German, as a mere matter of curiosity or amusement 
for business purposes, or to complete a finished edu- 
cation. They looked for a vast accession of intelli- 
gent influence upon the masses of immigrants that 
are hourly swelling the population of our country and 
state. Facts will show that such an influence is im- 
peratively demanded. Of the population of our 
county seat, twelve miles from us, estimated at 


cate writes:—“ There is at the present moment an 
interesting and promising state of things in many of 
the Methodist churches in this city—the people are 
praying, and the ministers laboring fora revival of 
the work of God. Conversions have already taken 
place in many of the churches, and others are still 
inquiring the way to Zion. We needarevival. The 
churches need it. The city needs a wide-sweeping 
and powerful revival.” 


| 
| 





FALSE REPORT. 


There has been going the rounds of the papers, an 
intimation that the American Bible Society had sus- 
pended operations, at New York, for lack of funds,— 
The report is false. ‘The Journal of Commerce says, 
that last summer and fall, prior to the close of navi- 
gation, the demand on the Society for Bibles, was so 





three thousand, with a rapid annual increase, at 
least one half are Germans, mostly Lutherans and 
Catholics, with a state of religion and morals that is 
any thing but spiritual. The political influence of 
St. Clair County will soon be in the hands of the Ger- 
mans. It is estimated that there are twenty thousand 
in St. Louis, and towns and villages are springing in- 
to existence all around us, populated by this hardy, 
industrious, economical and thriving class of citizens. 
The children of the more wealthy, would be readily 
trusted with an institution, where under the super- 
vision of a competent professor of their own tongue, 
they could acquire the elements of education without 
danger of forgetting the German. 

We need not enumerate the advantages of edu- 
cating American and German youth in contact, nor 
need we name what will readily occur to every 
reader, the higher importance of educating those 
youth, in connection with the purifiying and exalting 
influences of a lively faith in Christ Jesus. I am 
persuaded that there are few points, where a well ed- 
ucated German, with a mind well furnised with avail- 
able knowledge, an eloquent tongue, and a heart fired 
with religion and a love for souls, and a desire for the 
advancement of the cause of God, among his country- 
men, could exert a wider and more efficient influence 
for their regeneration, than here. The offices of Pro- 
fessor and gospel minister, combined with the power 
of grace upon his life and conversation, would give 
him ready access to all the pulpits in the region, and 
as ready access tothe hearts and consciences of un- 
converted thousands. We, teritorially, are at the 





sylvania University. 







very heart of this great German work. Its interests 


| great that it was necessitated to employ, in addition 
‘to its regular force, about 42 more girls, and now that 
| the pressing demand has ceased, they are discharged, 
| that’s all. 





A MIXED CARGO. 


The bark Catalpa sailed from this port, in De 
cember, for Smyrna, taking out a number of mission- 
aries for the Syrian Mission, and 30,900 gallons of 
rum. So says the Daily Mail. The missionaries 
‘are Rey. John E. Ford, of Ogdensburg, N. Y., Mrs. 
Ford, of Williamstown, Mass., Rev. David M. Wil- 
son, of Reading, Ohio, Mrs. Wilson of Mt. Pleasant, 
Ohio, and Miss Eliza Howard, of Pittsfield Mass. 





LIQUORS IN THE CAPITOL. 


The Washington correspondent of the New York 
Herald, writes that the Vice President having or- 
dered the removal of John West and his liqueurs from 
the basement of the Senate side of the Capitol, the 
Speaker of the House has followed the example by 
ordering the ‘ Speaker of the lower House,’ John Foy, 
to evacuate the subterranean apartments, where he 
has so long dispensed the luxuries of his refectory to 
the hungry and thirsty servants of the people from the 
other House. 

This is right. If any place in the nation needs 
purifying, it is the national Capitol; yet what signi- 
fies any other reform, while the unmitigated infamy 








A Correspoypent responds to our late notice 
that we must print ONE THOUSAND additional 
copies of the first Numbers of the new volume. We 
shall do so. Encouragements come to us from yari- 
ous directions ; we shall have good courage ; let ys 
ry disappointed brethren, but every man give va 
a li 


AGenr, 





“L” has need of more “ faith, hope and charity” 
The cause of God is not yet so hopeless, and few 
contribute more to its depression than faithless a. 
ers. Be not faithless but believing. 





We thank President Wentworth, but he must ex- 
cuse us from the demand he makes ; it would involye 
too much the first person singular. 





This No. of the Herald will be seen by many 
whose names are not on our subscription list ; we 
would urge them to send us their names, and, like 
good Methodists, sustain their own organ. It will 
cost you little, brethren, and will it not do you and 
your family more good than the pittance which you 
save, (or rather spend otherwise,) by refusing it your 
patronage ? Permit us to visit you once a week we 
will do so with the best possible grace, ; 





(” With the present No. we commence printing 
the Herald in the building which contains our seen 
office. Its typographical execution will be much im- 
proved under the eye of the agent. Errata are more 
or less inseparable from all newspapers, but they will 
not hereafter mar the Herald as they have here 
We indulge a good deal of self-gratulation on its neat 
appearance the present week, and we think our readers 
will admit that our satisfaction is not unfounded, 


tofore, 





Oxirvartes.—We have had to defer a large num- 
ber of obituaries till our next issue. There has been 
considerable improvement in these articles, but many 
of them are yet too long, and no small proportion are 
such as ought to appear only in the notices of our 
third page. We urge our correspondents to more 
discrimination in these matters. 








CorreEsPonvENTs.—We return our hearty thanks 
and our best wishes for a happy new year to all our 
correspondents, especially to those who send us news 
from a distance, and hope to receive frequent letters 
from them. Our department of correspondence is 
one of the most interesting features of the paper; we 
expect to keep it filled with spirited articles. 





We are indebted tothe Hon. Secretary of the Com- 
monwealth, for the abstract of returns, from the keep- 
ers of Jails, Overseers of House of Correction, and 
other public documents. 


Tue Cina Tea Company, .Vo. 198 Washington 
Street, have on hand a large assortment of teas and 
coffee, of the very finest kinds to be found in the mar- 
ket. 
can recommend this store without hesitancy, to our 
readers. 


We have tried specimens in our own family, and 





(> We have received, from Texas, a No. of the 
“Public School Advocate,’—a strange publication 
certainly, to come to us from that remote wilderness, 
—the alleged pandemonium of the new world. It is 
filled with articles on Education and Schools, among 
which are the proceedings of a spirited convention of 
teachers and friends of education. There would be 
a mystery about this whole affair, were it not for the 
fact that the names most prominent in the proceed- 
ings, show that some genuine specimens of the “ uni- 
versal yankee nation” are there. Our old friend, 
Rev. Chauncy Richardson, figures largely in the good 
work; he is President of the Texas Literary Insti- 
tute, and presided at the convention referred to. He 
and his accomplished lady (well remembered by the 
earlier students of Wilbraham) are a host themselves, 
and are doing much for the educational interests of 
that recent state. God bless them, and all the pil- 
grim children of New England, who, far from their na- 
tive hills, are working out the weal of their country 
and their world. Let them stand by the principles of 
their fathers, keeping themselves from the local cor- 
ruptions about them, and their memory will be blessed 
in all the land. 





(> Revivals of religion are occurring in many 
parts of the country. The papers, secular as wi \! 
as religious, abound in references to them. It is to 
be hoped that the present year will be signalized by 
the revelation of the saving power of God in the 
churches; the signs at its beginning are at least 
hopeful. 





A Goop Movement.—A meeting of clergymen, 
of different denominations, was held on Thursday, 
the 16th ult. for the purpose of considering their duty 
relative to one of the prevailing vices of our city. 
About forty were present. After a full interchange 
of views, Rev. Messrs. Baron Stow, E. M. P. Wells, 
Louis Dwight, A. D. Merrill, Warren Burton, and 
Samuel Snowden, were appointed a committee to 
invite all the clergymen of the city to attend an ad- 
journed meeting, and also to propose for the con- 
sideration of said meeting some plan of united ac- 
tion. 





Mareice Sratistics.—During the last year, 
there were 5,390 marriages in Massachusetts. of 
this number, says the Boston Chronotype, 3,)°9 took 
place between bachelors and maids, 121 between 
bachelors and widows, 464 between widowers and 
maids, 188 between widowers and widows, and of 404 
the condition of the parties is not stated. 





Curistian Unrox.—A number of meetings have 
been held in New York lately, for the purpose of adopt- 
ing a plan for a series of Union Meetings the ensuing 
winter. A committee of arrangements has been 4? 
pointed. The plan purposes to embrace the evangel- 
ical churches of every creed. Rev. Dr. Peck o! the 
Methodist church, and Drs. Cox and Lansing 0! the 
Presbyterian, and several others have made interest 
ing addresses in behalf of the design. 





THANKSGIVING IN Viretnia.—A day of Thanks- 


giving it seems, has never been appointed by 
ernor of Virginia. Some of the good people 
State (perhaps Yankees) liking the custom, pe se 
the Governor this year to appoint such a day, whic ws 
did not see fit to do. His neglect has been, however, 
in a measure remedied. In Lynchburg and some = 
er places, says the Watchman and Ghenrer, “9 
ministers met and agreed to observe the 25th of te 
vember, in connection with the other app a 
Perhaps next year they may have a State +” 


giving. 
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Liperat Beqtrest.—Marth 
land, bequeathed all her property to the 
of that city, (Dr. Nichols’) the income to - , 
ated, under the direction of the pastor an ' 
of the Charity Fund of said church, to ae 
cause of religion, charity and good morals: 
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“THE NIGHT COMETH.” 


BY MRS. EMMA C. EMBURY. 


Ye, who in the field of human life 
Quickening seeds of wisdom fain would sow, 
Pause not for the angry tempest’s strife, 
Shrink not from the noontide’s fervid glow— 
Labor on, while yet the light of day 
Sheds abroad its pure and blessed ray, 
For the Night cometh ! 


Ye, who at man’s mightiest engine stand, 
Moulding noble thought into opinion, 
Oh, stay not, for weariness, your hand, 
Till ye fix the bounds of truth’s dominion; 
Labor on, while yet the light of day 
Sheds upen your toil its blessed ray, 
For the Night cometh! - 


Ye, to whom a prophet voice is given, 
Stirring men as by a trumpet’s call, 
Utter forth the oracles of Heaven— 
Rouse the world’s great heart, while yet the day 
Breaks life’s slumber with its blessed ray, 
For the Night cometh ! 


Ye, who in home’s narrow circle dwell, 
Where Love’s flame lights up the household hearth, 
Weave the silken bond, and frame the spell, 
Binding heart to heart throughout the earth; 
Pleasant toil is yours; the light of day 
On nought holier sheds its blessed ray, 
For the Night cometh ! 


Diverse though our path in life may be, 
Each is sent some mission to fulfil; 
Fellow-workers in the world are we, 
While we seek to do our Master’s will; 
But our doom is labor, while the day 
Points us to our task, with blessed ray, 
For the Night cometh ! 


Fellow-workers are we; hour by hour 
Human tools are shaping Heaven’s great schemes, 
Till we see no limit to man’s power, 
And reality outstrips old dreams. 
Toil and struggle, therefore, work and weep, 
Jn God’s acre ye shall calmly sleep, 


When the Night cometh ! 





Breer 


Assyrit Amapon, Jr., died in South Belch- 
ertown, Nov. 30, aged 47. He was decidedly a 
man of God. He experienced religion in early 
life, and held, at various times, official relations 
in the church. His piety was marked by depth 
and uniformity. He truly bore the burden and 
heat of the day; but the best of all is, that his | 
end was peace. Asa church, we mourn deeply | 
his loss, but rejoice to hear our Savior say, 
‘Thy brother shall rise again.” 

D. E. CHAPIN. 

Three Rivers, Mass., Dec. 1, 1847. 


APHICA 








Br. Jonn Gerrisu, son of Br. James Ger- 
rish, of Durham, Me., died at his father’s resi- | 
dence, Nov. 13, aged 22 years. He embraced | 
religion seven years ago, and remained a very 
worthy and exemplary member of the M. E. 
Church until his death. He was uniform in his | 
attendance on all the means of grace, especially | 
on our prayer and class meetings. His father | 
remarked that he never received an unbecoming | 
word from him. His end was peace. May the | 
shock be sanctified to his surviving relatives, 
and especially to his aged parents, whose hopes 
relied on him to smooth the paths of life, and 
soften their dying pillows. A. H. Coss. 

Durham, Dec., 1847. 








Mrs. Lavra Norru, wife of Mr. William 
North, died in Lowell, Dec. 10, aged 55 years. 
Three years ago symptoms of cancer appeared 
on her breast; and with some changes of posi- 
tion, slowly but steadily increased in virulence | 
and painfulness, until it terminated her life.—| 
She was born in Oxford, Ct.: born of God in| 
Goshen, Ct., at the age of 23, during a revival | 
of religion, which was so powerful and general 
that business was occasionally suspended for re- 
ligious exercises. Their house has ever been a 
home to the preachers. She cheerfully shared 
with her husband the immense burden which 
the interests of the church, especially in this 
city, imposed upon him, in the various offices 
he has sustaified; and witha serene and un- 
wearied devotion adhered to the church through 
all those critical and stormy periods which have 
marked its history. It was her comfort, the 
last moments of her life, to see it emerging from 
its troubles, with a fair pospect of permanence 
and peace. ‘*I leave my family and friends,” 
she said to her husband, ‘and for their sakes I 
would live, but forme it will be better to de- 
part.’ When the dying moment came she was 
conscious of it, and with a calm and hopeful 
mind yielded up her spirit to him that gave it. 

C. K. Trve. 








Widow Potty Mier died in Lincolnville, 
Me., Nov. 15, aged 80 years. Mother Miller 
experienced religion in the year 1808, was bap- 
tised by the Rev. Henry Martyn, and soon after 
united with the M. E. church, and lived an ac- 
ceptable member until her decease. Her health 
for the last 16 years has been feeble, her suffer- 
ings great, which she bore with Christian forti- 
tude, but they are now at an end; on the banks 
of deliverance she shouts them all o’er. 

Camden, Me., Nov. 17. J. C. Prince. 





Widow Crarissa Marsn died in Holliston, 
of consumption, Nov. 29, aged 64. She was a 
lady of sound mind, and of uniform and con- 
sistent piety. Sharing largely in the rich bless- 
ings of the gospel salvation, she gave in her 
life an eminent illustration of true devotion and 
elevated religious principle. To her neighbors 
she was kind and courteous. To her family, of 
which for several years she had been the only 
guide, she was truly affectionate, and by the| 
wisdom of her counsels and her Christian ex: | 
ample, she moulded their characters for useful- 





ness and virtue. Her last illness was quite dis- 
tressing, but her mind was calm, her faith vig- 
orous, and her prospect of heaven grew brighter 
as she approached the final struggle. Death 
for several days appeared inevitable, yet she con- 
templated with pleasure the dying scene, view- 
ing it merely as a prelude to future bliss. 
J. H. Twomsty. 





Rev. Romantr Humpurey died in this vil- 
lage, Dec. 5, aged 53 years. Br. Humphrey 
experienced religion under the labors of Rev. J. 
F. Adams, in Burke, Vt., Dec. 1823. He lived 
a worthy member of the M. E. church twenty- 
four years, twenty-three of which, he was an 
acceptable and useful local preacher. He re- 
moved to this place about ten years ago. He 
formed, through his business, a very extensive 
acquaintance with business men in this section, 
many of whom attended his funeral, and united 
in their testimony to the many virtues of his 
life. His disease, though long continued and 
very distressing, was endured with resignation. 
His end was peace. As he went down into the 
valley and shadow of death, he was perfectly 
concious, and though unable to speak, he waved 
his cold, and almost palsied hand, in token of 


victory. E. A 
Great Falls, N. H., Dec. 22. ee 


Will the Christian Messenger please copy. 


and Rebecca R. Tebbetts, was born in Dover, N. 


Axexanper R. Tesserts, son of Lewis B. 


H., May 21, 1828. He experienced religion at 1836. 1845. 

Newbury, Vt., at the age of 12 years, during a| Unmanufact’d cotton, $71,284,925 51,739,643 
revival of religion agmong the students in the | Tobacco, 10,494,104 8,008,317 
Seminary, and the citizens, under the labors of | Rice, ; 2,548,750 2,160,456 
Rev. J. G. Dow, preacher in charge, and Rev. | Naval stores—Indigo, 913,396 815,039 


Chs. Adams, and O. C. Baker, teachers in the 
Seminary. He entered the Wesleyan Universi- 
ty in 1842, and that year received a local preach- 
er’s license. In 1843, becoming greatly inter- 
ested for the salvation of souls, by the advice of 
brethren in the ministry, he was received into 
the N. H. Conference, and appointed to Lyme, 
N. H. His health failed in a few months, and 
the two succeeding years were devoted to its re- 
covery. In 1846 he resumed his college course 
at Middletown, and continued until his death. 
Called from his studies to attend the funeral of 
a younger brother in this city, he remained to 
witness the death of his elder sister, by the pre- 
vailing dysentery, and sink himself with his af- 
fectionate and devoted mother, under the power 
of the same disease, into the grave. He died 
Aug. 19, 1847, in great peace. Being asked 
if he had any doubts of his acceptance with 
God, he said, “‘I have at times been har- 
rassed with doubts and fears, but they have all 
vanished. I now can read my title clear to 
mansions in the skies.” When his weeping 
father told him his mother was dying, he said, 
“don’t weep, you will follow us soon, we shall 
meet in heaven.” As one was reading a pas- 
sage in St. John, respecting the death of Christ, 
he exclaimed, *“‘ Yes, Jesus died for me, poor 
me!” And again, * Blessed be God for salva- 
tion—present salvation.”” ‘* Blessed be Jesus, 
O, Jesus, be very near to me.” 
C. K. Trve. 





Tuomas Ricn, son of Capt. Isaiah Rich, of 
Jay, Me., died at the house of his father, Nov. 
17, aged 23. He was converted in 1843, but 
owing to diffidence, and, perhaps, a want of a 
clear view of its importance, he did not at that 
time unite himself with the church. This was 
a source of deep regret to him, and in his last 
sickness, although it was very short, he requested 
to have his name inserted as a probationer upon 
the records of the church. He was a lovely 
young man. His death was peculiarly triumph- 
ant; shouting “ glory to God,” as long as he 
could speak, and raising his hand in token of 
victory, when his voice failed. 

D. B. RanDALL. 

Kent’s Hill, Me., Dec. 23. 


SLAVERY. 


TORREY’S MONUMENT. 

The Committee who had charge of the erect- 
ing a monument in Mount Auburn, to the mem- 
ory of Liberty's Martyr, have completed their 
work in this respect, and the monument now 
stands over his grave. It is in a conspicuous 
position, and is so unique in design as to be a 
very striking object. 

The form is three-sided, with such finishings 
as give it great beauty of appearance, as it stands 
surrounded by three avenues. It is of fine 
Italian marble, handsomely clouded, resting on 
a granite base, which is itself elevated upon a 
green mound, making the entire height upwards 
of ten feet, of which the marble makes eight 
feet and upwards. 

The front, or principal side, has a beautiful 
medallion head of Torrey, cast in bronze, insert- 
ed in marble, with a pleasing effect. The like- 
ness is not a striking one, but it bears a decided 
resemblance, and is, in the opinion of his family, 
as good as could well be expected with the scan- 
ty traces that remain of his features, aided by 
the recollections of his friends. Under the head 
is the inscription ; 




















REVEREND 
CHARLES T. TORREY, 

Born at Scituate, Nor. 21, 1813; 
Graduated at Yale College, Aug. 1833; 
Ordained at Providence, March, 18373 
Arrested at Baltimore, June 24, 1844; 
Died in the Penitentiary of that city, 
May 9, 1846. 





THE FRIENDS OE THE AMERICAN SLAVE 
ERECT THIS STONE TO HIS MEMORY, 
AS A MARTYR FOR LIBERTY. 


Over the head is the following sublime senti- 
ment written by Torrey, in prison, but three 
months before his death, when he was already 
sinking under disease, and when he was appre- 
hensive that his friends might urge him to pur- 
chase his release, by some acknowledgments or 
pledges unworthy of his principles or character : 


“It is better to die in prison, with the 
Peace of God in our breasts, than to live in 
Freedon with a Polluted Conscience.” 

[ Torrey’s Letter, Feb. 7, 1846. 
On the second side is a well-conceived statue 
of a kneeling slave, cast in bronze, with these 
glorious lines of Whittier—Freedom’s Poet. 
** Where NOW beneath his burthen 
The toiling slave is driven, 
Where now a tyrant’s mockery 
Is offered up to Heaven; 
THERE shall his praise be spoken, 
Redeemed from Falsehood’s ban, 
When the fetters shall be broken, 
And the SLAVE shall be a MAN.” 


On the third side is a brief and simple state- 
ment of the circumstances of his death, the facts 
alone, without comment or enhancement : 


CHARLES TURNER TORREY 


was arrested for aiding slaves to regain 
their liberty. 
For this humane act 
he was indicted as a criminal 
and convicted by the Baltimore 
City Court, and sentenced to the Peni- 
tentiary for six years. While on his death 
bed he was refused a pardon by the Governor of 
Maryland, and died of Consumption, 
after two years’ confinement, a 
victim to his sufferings. 


The monument does great credit to the sculp- 
tor, Mr. Joseph Carew, of Harrison Avenue - 
who is entitled to the entire credit—both of the 
design and the work ; and we think cannot fail 
to give satisfaction to the friends of Torrey. It 
is a valuable addition to the already rich variety 
of monumental designs which adorn the cemetery 
of Mount Auburn.—Emancipator. 





THE TALE—WHO WILL LIST 
TO IT. 


“‘ The resources of the South are exhaustless.”’ 
True. Yet, under slavery, the probability of 
opening or expanding these resources, is yearly 


diminishing. See, in proof, the following ta- 
bles : — 

1835. 1845. 
Population of South, 6,500,000 8,250,000 
Increase in the decade, 1,750,000 


Now, this million seven hundred and fifty 
thousand of increase ought to swell largely our 
means of support. This is the invariable result 


of suppoat are largely diminishing. 
exports : 


erease in ten years, in our means of support! 
We tell you, friends of the South, that slavery 
is impoverishing you yearly, and that you can- 
not long stand the losses it oceasions. 
exhaustless resources, this exhausting drain is 
rapidly sucking away our life, and will, unless 
removed, leave us hopelessly poor and weak. 
Why not, then, look the evil in the face, and 
crush it, ere it crushes us? 


Mark our 





Total, #85, 241,175 62,723,455 
Decrease —#22,517,720. | 
Think of twenty two millions and a half de- 


With 


Let the good and wise and money-loving, look 
well to this !—Louisville Examiner. 





If thou take pains in what is good, the pains 
vanish, the good remains; if thou take pleasure 
in what is evil, the evil remains, and the pleas- 
ure vanisheth. What art thou the worse for 
pains, or the better for pleasure, when both are 
past ? 














LADIES. 
HOW TO KEEP OFF OLD AGE] 


A SUGGESTION TO YOUNG LADIES. 








Intellectual culture is no doubt the best and 
the strongest barrier which the young can rear 
against the insidious advances of premature old 
age. Mental discipline is eminently healthful 
and life-sustaining. We speak not of excessive 
application, but of diligent and persevering cul- 
ture and exercise of mind. The following re- 
marks on the sunject, by the Rev. Mr. Winslow, 
are commended to the consideration of all con- 
cerned, and especially to young ladies. 

The premature old age observed in the appear- 
ances and infirmities of many ladies in our coun- 
try is not the result of too much study. We 
do not begin to study in this country as they do 
in Germany, nor as many do in England and 
France. It is a common thing among the edu- 
cated ladies of Germany, to find those who can 
read and speak three or four different languages, 
and are extensively versed in mathematics and 
natural philosophy. 

It is clearly proved that the high cultivation 
of the intellect is favorable to protracted useful- 
ness and long life. Highly educated men and 
women, on an average, live longer, and enjoy 
more even and pure health, than those of little 
or no culture. The mind is life—the very es- 
sence of life, and where there is most of mind, 
other things equal, there is most of that which 
imparts life and vigor to the body. It is believed 
that thousands in this country annually die some 





twenty years sooner than they would, had they 
bestowed a higher cultivation upon their intel- | 
lect. We must be more intellectual and less | 
sensual—more of that which dies not, and less 
of that which dies—if we would invigorate and | 
prolong whatever of us is immortal. It is said | 
to be better to wear out than to rust out. The | 
truth is, after all, very few in this country can} 
claim the honor of wearing out, intellectually ; but | 
hundreds are dying daily through mental rust. 
Why does the man of business languish and die 
so soon on retiring to enjoy in idleness his 
gains? Just because the life-giving power, the 
mind, ceases to act. Rust, stagnation, diseases, 
gloomy spirits, and death must inevitably come. 
The perpetual tug and excitement of business, 
as it is done in this country, frequently over- 
tasks and breaks down the mind; not so much 
by the intellectual labour, as by the excitement 
attending it. Now, the study of the languages, 
sciences, &c. and the putting forth of the men- 
tal energies in the form of written thoughts for 
the world, afford just that kind af mental effort 
which is most favourable to long and vigorous life. 
Accordingly, literary and scientific men are, as a 
class, long lived. If our familes would give up 
their dissipations, renounce their novels and their 
indolence, put away their inglorious rust, and 
their vain-glorious excitements together — and 
rise higher on the scale of intellectual, thinking, 
spiritual beings, they might secure to them- 
selves and to their children a far more healthy, 
youthful, prolonged earthly existence, than most 
of them now enjoy. 





POOR WIDOW OF JAPAN. 


There was a poor widow in Japan, who was 
left, by the death of her husband, extremely 
poor, and depending for support upon the ex- 
ertions of three sons. For some time the pro- 
duce of their labor was sufficient, with the 
greatest enconomy, for the scanty support of 
the family. At times, however, the want of 
employment would cause great distress to the 
widow and her sons, and would remain without 
food for some days, until accident gave the means 
of obtaining it. 

In this situation they lived for some time ; 
but at last, not being able to endure the sight 
of their mother’s want, the sons determined to 
relieve it, at the expense of their lives. A large 
reward was offered for the discovery of a robber, 
who, it was supposed, had secreted himself in 
their neighborhood. ‘The three brothers deter- 
mined that one of them should pretend to be 
the criminal, and the others by delivering him 
to the judge, receive the promised reward, and 
relieve with it the necessities of their mother.— 
They accordingly drew lots to ascertain the suf- 
ferer, and chance decided upon the youngest. 

With the greatest satisfaction he submitted to 
fate and was conducted by the other two before 
the criminal tribunal, where, after confessing 
the robbery, he was committed to prison, and 
the brothers received the reward. They had 
borne, without a murmer, the remarks and re- 
proaches of the crowd on their fancied inhu- 
manity ; but the feelings of nature were strong 
within them, and before they returned home they 
begged and obtained permission to visit their 
brother in his cell. Here they embraced him 
with bitter tears, and besought him to forgive 
the part which misery had forced them to take 
in the transaction. He consoled them in their 
grief, bid them not care for him, but hasten to 
relieve their mother, and bring him news that 
she was no longer in want, before he died. 

The jailor, had, unseen, watched the inter- 
view, and, struck with its singularity, he has- 
tened, on the departure of the two brothers, to 
communicate it to the judge. This last, per- 
ceiving that there was a mystery which he could 
not comprehend, commanded the execution to 
be postponed, and directed a servant, on whom 
he could rely, to follow the brothers, and not 
to lose sight of them until he had found a clue 
to their conduct. The servant. followed them to 
their mother’s house, and saw them when they 
related to her the act which they had commited, 
and showed her the money Which had rewarded 
them. The unhappy woman was struck speech- 
less with grief; she pushed the gold from her; 
and at last, with violent cries, besought them 
to restore her child, and let them perish togeth- 
er of hunger, rather than that she should live 
on the price of his blood. 

The servant had now seen enough, and he 
returned to the judge, who immediately sent for 
the supposed robber, and questioned him closely 
as to the truth of what the servant had related, 








in the free States. Yet, with it, Southern means 





and the cause of his present imprisonment.— 





The third brother denied it most strenuously, 
insisting that he was guilty, and should suffer; 
and it was only when the others appeared and 
confessed the fact and their motives, that he was 
silent. 

The judge, deeply affected by the filial piety 
of all three, bestowed upon them large presents, 
freed the youngest from prison, and took good 
care that the widow and her sons should never 
again feel the pressure of want. 


SKETCHES. 


THE WIDOW’S DAUGHTER. 


In the village of Ingleton, and not far from 
the church, was a cottage, and the sole inhabi- 
tants of it were a widowed mother and her 
daughter. The husband and father had been 
removed by consumption, and the ravages of 
that lingering and hopeless disease were soon 
apparent in the daughter. 

Yet the mother was blind to her wasting 
health and strength. Eloisa was seventeen 
years old, and a happier, gayer girl there was not 
in the village. Gladness was in all her life and 
motions, and mirth frolicked in her eye, so that 
in the school or by the way, but more especially 
when she met with her young companions for an 
evening of innocent recreation, the life and joy 
of the gathering was Eloisa. 

During the revival that followed the settle- 
ment of Mr. Somerville at Ingleton, she had 
been awakened to a sense of her lost condition 
while out of Christ, and had seriously inquired, 
for a season, what she must do to be saved.— 
But she loved pleasure, and the adversary of her 
soul persuaded her that if she became religious, 
she must never laugh any more, and she thought 
if religion was to make her sad and gloomy, she 
would defer it till she became old and likely to 
die. 

How many thousands of young persons are 
thus deceived to their eternal ruin! They take 
the mistaken notion into their minds that reli- 
gion makes people dull and cheerless. Cherish- 
ing the thought that they will seek the Lord 
when they have enough of the world, they per- 
sist in sin, drinking deeper and still deeper of 
the bright waters of earthly and sensual pleas- 
ures, putting far from them the great work of 
preparing for eternity, till they become hardened 
in sin, and at last the summons of death arrests 
them in the midst of their career, and they are 
hurried away to their last account. 

Mrs. Anderson had been careful to instruct 
Eloisa, (an only child) in the doctrines and du- 
ties of the gospel. She had been to the Sunday 
school from her infancy, and had thus learned 
what she ought to do, in order to be saved, but 
the natural vivacity of which I have spoken, 
seemed to lead her into so much thoughtlessness 
and gayety, as to drive away any serious im- 
pressions which might have been made upon her 
sensitive heart. In the time of general atten- 
tion to religion, she was more than ever roused 























could not refrain from mingling his tears with 
her’s. He thought he saw evidence that the 
Spirit was enlightening her mind to understand 
the nature of her case and to lead her to the 
cross, and he would point her directly to the 
Lamb of God. 
“You feel that you are a lost and helpless sin- 
ner, and that you are unworthy of God’s favor. 
Now there is only one way by which you can be 
delivered from sin and fitted for heaven. It is 
a faithful saying, that Jesus Christ died to save 
sinners—the chief of sinners—to save you.— 
If God should call to you from heaven and as- 
sure you of his willingness to have mercy on you 
if you would trust in what Christ has done, you 
could not be more sure that Jesus is ready to be 
your Savior, if you are willing to be saved by 
him. ‘Him that cometh unto me I will in no 
wise Cast out.’ There are so many promises in 
the word of God, and these are so clear and 
precious, that you need not doubt one moment. 
You cannot make yourself any better. You 
cannot save your own soul, Unless you are saved 
in the way that God has provided you must per- 
ish. This is the simple truth ; and now all that 
you can do is to come, feeling your helplessness 
and just desert of punishment, and trust in the 
willingness of God to pardon you for the sake 
: what Christ has done. Do this and you shall 
ive. 

‘“*] sEE 17,” said she—as she caught hold, by 
faith, of hope set before her in the atonement of 
Christ. ‘I see it now, I shall be forgiven be- 
cause Christ has died. It is simple, and I love 
to think he will be my Savior.” 

** He is more willing to be your Saviour than 
you are to be saved by him, and all that you can 
do to commend yourself to his regard, is to feel 
your own unworthiness of his acceptance. Sal- 
vation from sin and hell is all of Grace. You 
deserve nothing but death, yet you may live be- 
cause Christ has died. Are you willing to trust 
yourself entirely in the hands of the Savior?” 

“There seems to be no other way, and I do 
not want to find any other way. It is just what 
I want.” 

“Mr. Somerville was fearful that she might 
too suddenly have flattered herself with the as- 
surance of having found a resting-place for her 
troubled spirit, and he therefore spent more time 
in explaining familiarly the nature of saving 
faith, and directing her to those passages of 
Scripture which illustrate the duty, and inspire 
confidence in those to whom they are addressed. 
And then he left her, promising to call the next 
day. 

The morning of the day following, Mr. Som- 
erville was again with his young friend. She 
was calm and confident in the hope that she had 
found the Saviour. A smile, (but not such a 
one as she had worn in health)—a smile of pla- 
cid trust was on her lips, and she said that in the 
night, while she was kept awake by difficulty of 
breathing, it seemed to her if she should cease to 
breathe, her soul was in the hands of her precious 
Savior, and she could trust him with it. 

Weeks wore away, and her frame wasted un- 
der the ravages of disease, but while her body 





by the Spirit of God, and just at this juncture 
she was taken sick, or rather her declining health 
now made it necessary for her to keep the house, 
unless in very pleasant weather; so that she was | 
prevented from hearing the preaching of the word | 
and attending upon the means of grace, that | 
might have aided her in seeking the salvation of | 
her soul. 

But with the decline of health came a deep de- | 
pression of spirits, and as she was now deprived | 
of many of the sources of excitement she had 
once sought and enjoyed, she became greatly de- 
jected. She said that while life and health had 
favored it, she had neglected to attend to the 
things that concerned her everlasting peace, and 
now there was reason to fear they were forever 
hidden from her eyes. For weeks she lingered 
in this melancholy state of mind, without being 
sufficiently alarmed as to her condition to make 
any serious inquiries, but convinced of her sin- 
fulness and exposure to the divine displeasure. 
Now the truth began to take strong hold of her 
conscience. ‘The impressions of childhood came 
up with increased and powerful clearness. The 
future was open to her view, and she saw that 
she was hastening to the bar of God, with no 
preparation to meet her final Judge. Her pas- 
tor had often called to see her, but had failed to 
draw any expression of her feelings, except that 
she was very miserable, and would probably 
never feel any better. But now, after she had 
been shut up for nearly two months or more, it 
pleased God to open the eyes of her mind to un- 
derstand clearly to her true character in the sight 
of His infinite holiness, and to feel that she de- 
served, what before she knew she was incurring, 
the displeasure of her heavenly Father. The 
more she studied her own heart, the clearer and 
deeper were the discoveries she made of her sin- 
ful disposition ; she felt that she was averse to 
all that is good, and inclined to all that is evil. 
Now she wanted to see Mr. Somerville, to ask 
him what she must do. 

He was never slow to obey the call, when a 
sinner wished to be led to Christ. 

““Oh, Lam glad you have come! I have been 
thinking all day that I wished you would call 
and talk with me. I am swch a sinner!” 

‘How great a sinner do you feel yourself to 
be?” 

‘So great that I deserve to be excluded from 
the presence of God, and from heaven forever.”’ | 

‘Do you believe it would be right for the 
great God, against whom you have sinned, to 
banish you forever from his presence ?”’ 

“I know it would. I feel it. I have sinned 
against him ten thousand times, and it is a won- 
der of mercy that he has not sent me to hell, | 
long before this. But I do wish to find the way | 
to heaven.” 

“ God grant that you may find it now.” 

“Yes, 1 must find it now or not at all.” 

“Why? Do you think that your situation is 
such that you may not expect to recover from 
your present illness ?”’ 

“] have no thoughts that I shall ever get 
well!” 

** Then it is of the utmost importance for you 
to set out without further delay in making ready 
to meet your Judge. You do not need to be 
told that unless your heart is renewed by Divine 
grace, you could not be happy in heaven even if 
you could be admitted there. From your infan- 
cy the way of salvation has been made plain to 
you.” 

“Yes sir, I know it, but it looks all dark to 
me. I do not seem to understand what I must 
do or how I ought to feel. I seems to me that I 
am a great sinner. My heart is very wicked, 
and it pains me to think that I have lived so long 
in the neglect of him who gave his life for poor 
sinners. And now I am going to die and I have 
no hope.” 

No nope! How heavily the words fell on 
the ears of the pastor as he gazed on the wasted 
form of the dying youth! No HopE—and his 
own thoughts rushed on to judgment and eter- 
nity, and seemed to be following the departing 
spirit to its last account. He prayed earnestly 
for the Holy Spirit to influence and teach and 
guide him in giving her instruction. He felt the 
solemnity of his office, and in his own weakness 
cast himself upon God for help. At length he 
said to her, 

** Eloisa, you say that you have been, and are 
now a poor sinner, and that you feel pained in 
view of your sins ?” 

“Yes, I feel sorry that I have offended God ; 
that he is displeased with me. I want him to 
love me as mother does, and I know he cannot 
while I am so wicked.” 


| 


They too, were taken from me. 


damp caught their breath, and left them scorched 


languished, her soul flourished in reviving youth. 
The natural vivacity of health returned, but now 
her joy was in God, incommunion with Him and 
his people, and in bright anticipations of the 
heaven of love on which she should enter, if she 
was not deceived in the hopes she cherished.— 
How slow are the steps by which death some- 
times comes! How noiseless his footfalls! We 
see him not, we hear him not, though we know he 
isat the door. It wasso with this youthful dis- 
ciple. 

It was Sabbath evening insummer. The sun 
had gone down, and as darkness was settling 
over the face of nature, Mr. Somerville walked 
over to the cottage of Mrs. Anderson. Several 
of the neighbors were in, and they had been 
talking with Eloisa and were now sitting by the 
windows in silence. Mr. Somerville entered, 
and she did not at first recognize him in the twi- 
light, but she knew his voice, and when he asked 
her how she felt, she whispered ‘* PEacr!”’ 

Her voice was nearly gone. Yet so gradual 
had been the failure of her powers and so slight 
had been the change from day to day, that not 
even the watchfulness of the mother had detect- 
ed the near approach of death. 

‘And is the Savior still near to you Eloisa?” 
he inquired. 

“ Very,” was the faint but quick reply. 

She was so feeble that he did not choose to 
inquire of her, farther then, but spoke of the 
love of Christ, and the joys before the soul in 
the mansions of eternal rest. Her spirit kindled 
with his words; her eyes turned toward him and 
lighted up with hope. He spoke again of Jesus, 
and asked her if she felt that she was going to 
his bosom—but she was gone! With eyes fixed 
on him, and listening to catch his words her 
spirit had quietly taken its flight to the Saviour. 
Those who sat by her did not hear the 


* Angels say, 


‘Sister spirit come away.’ ” 


but she had already gone, and with them had 








fled to heaven.—Highland Pastor. 





THE HAPPY MINER. 


“‘ There’s danger in these mines, old man?” I 
asked of an aged miner, who with his arms bent, 
leaned against the side of the immense vault, ab- 
sorbedin meditation; “tit must be a fearful life.”’ 
The old man looked at me with a steadfsat 
but somewhat vacant stare, and then in half-bro- 
ken sentences he uttered “* Danger? where is 
there not? on the earth or beneath it; in the 
mountain or in the valleys; on the ocean or in 
the quict of nature’s most hidden spot; where 
is there not danger? where has not death left 
some token of his presence ?” 

“True,” I replied; “but the turns of life are 
various ; the sailor seeks his living on the wa- 
ters, and he knows not each moment that they 
may engulph him; the hunter seeks death in the 
wild woods, the soldier in the battle field; and 
the miner knows not but the place where he now 
stands, to-morrow may be his tomb.” 

“It isso, indeed,” replied the old man; “ we 
find death in the means we seek to uphold life ; 
*tis a strange riddle, and who shall solve it?” 

** Have you long followed this occupation ?”’ I 
asked, somewhat struck with the old man’s man- 
ner. 

‘From a boy. Idrew my first breath in the 
mines; I shall yield it up in their gloom.” 

‘“ You have seen some of those trials,” said I, 
“to which you have just now alluded.” 

“Yes,” he replied, with a faltering voice, “* I 
have. There was atime that three tall boys 
looked to me and called me father. They were 
sturdy striplings. Now it seems but yesterday 
they stood before me, so proud in their strength, 
and I, filled too, with a father’s vanity. But the 
Lord chastened the proud heart. Where are 
they now? I saw the youngest,—he was the 
dearest of the flock—his mother’s spirit seemed 
to have settled on him—crushed at my feet a 
bleeding mass. 

** One moment, and-his light laugh was in my 
ear; the next, and the large mass came; there 
was no cry, no look of terror; but the transition 
to eternity was as the lightning’s flash ; and my 
poor boy lay crushed beneath the fearful load.— 
It was an awful moment ; but time that changeth 
all things, brought relief; and I still had two 
sons. But my cup of affliction was not yet full. 
Side by side 
they died—not as their brother—but the fire- 





Here she wept bitterly, and the young pastor 


and lifeless. They brought them home to 
the old man—his fair jewels—by whom earth’s 








richest treasures in his sight had no 
told him he was childless and alon 
strange decree that the old 
survive the stripling things j 
whom it would have died a t 
it surprising that I should 
the mines ?’’ 

“* You have indeed,” I re 
of affliction. Whence did 
tion? ”’ 

The old man looked up—* 

p—* From he 
God gave, and he hath taken away : < 
his name.” I bowed my head to the miner's 


rayer—and t Ss 
bl he old man passed on.—} riendly 
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O mother dear, bend down your ear—m 
low, 

And fast the chilly damp of death is gathering on my brow: 

But, mother, as I laid asleep, there came a dream ty me ‘i 

And I cannot, must not say, Farewell, till I have told i the 


Y Voice grows faint and 


It was a pleasant sleep—I dreamed of wo 
So wond’rous beautiful, I long to fly anc 
And yet not all—one mournful scene was visioned to my eye 
And but that one thought alone, O ’t would be sweet to de, 


Methought I left this mortal frame—tha 

And then I spread my angel wings, and 

But, mother, as I mounted high, my the 

And once I stayed my flight, and turned 
see. 


rlds so bright and fair 
1 enter there ; , 


t dust to dust was given, 
soared away to Heaven: 
ughts still clung to the ‘ 
2 once more thy face to 


Mother, till then no shade of care had dimmed my spirit glad—~ 
But I beheld thee weeping—lone, and then I first felt sad; 
I thought how oft you ’d told me that the soul wo 


uld never die 
But that ’t would ever dwell with ; 


God in bliss beyond the sky, 


Methought ’t was strange, that when you 
quiet sleep ; 

Was but the dawn of happiness and Heaven 
weep; 


knew that death’s last 


that you should 


And when I turned and gazed again upon the radiant throng 
That beckoned at the golden gate, and heard the seraph s 


nge— 


Mother, dear mother, evén then I could not fly from thee— 
I longed to come again to earth, and stay thine agony : 

And so I woke—and even now I cannot make it secm 
That all that mingled joy and pain was but an empty dream, 


But, mother dear, ’tis growing dark—a film comes 
eye— 

Hark! hark! what heavenly music ! Oh, what bliss it is to dict 

And see! Bright seraphs wave me on, and IT must haste to flee— 

I come! Farewell, my mother dear—O never weep for me! 


o’er my 





AFFECTING ANECDOTE. 


A young lad but newly admitted into the mil- 
itary school, soon made himself appear of rather 
a singular disposition, by his remarkable abstem- 
iousness. Whatever variation of dict was al- 
lowed, he never ate anything but bread and soup, 
and drank nothing but water. The governor 
being informed of his conduct, so very uncom- 
mon in a boy, attributed it to an indisereet de- 
votion, and reproved him for it. Nevertheless, 
the lad persisted, and the governor mentioned 
the circumstances to Monsieur Paris Duverney. 
He had the boy called before him, and with his 
usual mildness and moderation, represented to 
him that such singularity was by no means al- 
lowable in a public institution, and that he must 
certainly conform to the rules and diet estab- 
lished there. He afterwards unsuccessfully tried 
to find out the reason that could induce the boy 
to act in such a manner, and at last threatened, 
if he persisted in concealing it, he would send 
him home again to his family. The menace had 
the desired effect, and he then disclosed the mo- 
tive of his conduct. ‘* You will not, 1 hope, be 
displeased with me, sir,” said he, * but I could 
not bring myself to enjoy what I think luxury, 
while I reflect that my dear father and mother 
are in the utmost indigence. They could afford 
themselves and me no better food than the 
coarsest bread and of that but very little. Here, 
I have excellent soup, and as much fine wheat 
bread as I would choose. I look upon this to 
be very good living, and the recollection of the 
situation in which I left my parents, would not 
permit me to indulge myself by eating anything 
else.” 

Monsieur Duverney and the governor could 
not restrain their tears at such an early instance 
of fortitude and sensibility. ‘If your father 
has been in the service,”’ said Monsieur Duver- 
ney, “how comes it that he has got no pen- 
sion?” ‘ For want of friends and money, sit,” 
replied the youth. ‘ He has been upwards of a 
year soliciting one, but his money and resources 
failed, and rather than contract debts at Ver- 
sailles, he is content to languish in the manner | 
have told you.” ‘ Well,’ said Monsieur Du- 


‘verney, ‘if the case appears to have been as you 


have stated it, 1 will engage to procure your 
father’s pension of 500 livres. In the meantime, 
here are three louis d’ors for yourself, as a pres- 
ent from the king, and I will advance your fath- 
er six months’ pay out of the pension | am cer- 
tain of obtaining forhim.’’ ‘* How can you send 
the money to him?” asked the boy. * Let that 
give you no uneasiness,” replied M. Duverney ; 
**T shall find means.”’ ‘“ Ah, sir,’”’ said the boy 
with precipitation, “if you can do so easily, be 
pleased to send him these three louis d’ors you 
were so good as to give me. I want nothing 
here, and they would be of great service to my 
father for my brothers and sisters.” How de- 
lightful to the sensible mind, are such early 
emotions of pious gratitude ! 





CONUNDRUMS. 


When do your teeth usurp the functions of 
the tongue ? 

Ans.—When they are chattering. 

What street in London puts you in mind of a 
tooth which has pained you for a long time: 

Awns.—Long-Acre. ; 

Why does an aching tooth impose silence on 
the sufferer ? ae 

Awns.—Because it makes him hold his jaw. 

To what town in Poland should you go 
have it extracted ? 

Ans.—Pul-tusk. 





Gotnc to Law.—Dr. Johnson compared 
plaintiff and defendant, in an action at vgs F 
two men ducking their heads ina bucket, oa 
daring each other to remain longest under water. 


—————!, 
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